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New  York  Gay  Ordinance 
Fails  in  Committee  Again 


By  Philip  Shehadi 

NEW  YORK  —  The  General 
Welfare  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  voted  six  to  three  on 
November  23  to  reject  Intro  1017, 
a  New  York  City  gay  rights  bill 
that  would  have  prohibited  dis¬ 
crimination  against  lesbians  and 
gay  men  in  housing,  private  sector 
employment  and  public  accomo¬ 
dations. 

Similar  bills  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  and  rejected  eight  times  in 
the  past  ten  years.  Only  once,  in 
1974,  has  a  gay  rights  bill  passed 
the  General  Welfare  Committee 
for  a  vote  in  the  full  council.  Gay 
activists  blame  religious  opposi¬ 
tion  and  insufficient  lobbying  by 
Mayor  Edward  Koch  for  the  set¬ 
back,  and  vow'  to  introduce  yet 
another  bill  next  year. 

The  vote  was  proceeded  by  two 
days  of  public  hearings  in  which 
religious  extremists,  both  Jewish 
and  Christian,  clashed  with  pro¬ 
gay  rights  political  figures,  activ¬ 
ists  and  religious  moderates.  Poli¬ 
ticians  speaking  in  favor  of  the  bill 
included  Mayor  Koch,  Manhattan 
Borough  President  Andrew  Stein, 
Controller  Harrison  Golden,  City 
Clerk  David  Dinkins,  New  York 
State  Attorney  General  Robert 
Abrams,  City  Human  Rights 
Commissioner  Isaiah  Robinson 
and  Brooklyn  Assemblyman 
Frank  Barbaro. 

“Can  we  truly  be  the  inter¬ 
national  capital  of  the  world  if  we 
still  refuse  to  prohibit  discrimi¬ 
nation  in  the  private  sector  against 


homosexuals?”  Mayor  Koch  asked 
the  council  to  cries  of  “Shame  on 
Mayor  Koch”  from  a  group  of 
Hasidim.  “This  sophisticated  city 
can  do  no  less  than  what  39  other 
cities  in  the  country  have  already 
done  —  adopt  anti-discrimination 
policies,”  the  mayor  said. 

Koch  is  a  long-time  supporter 
of  gay  rights,  although  gay  activ¬ 
ists  charge  he  has  failed  in  the  past 
to  use  the  full  weight  of  his  office 
to  get  the  bill  passed.  “He  has  the 
popularity, and  the  patronage  abil¬ 
ity  to  get  the  bill  through  any  time 
he  wants,”  says  gay  activist  Allen 
Roskoff.  According  to  Roskoff, 
however,  the  mayor  fears  alien¬ 
ating  his  conservative  supporters, 
particularly  in  the  Orthodox 
Jewish  community,  by  going  out 
on  a  limb  for  the  bill.  Two  prom¬ 
inent  Orthodox  bodies,  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Rabbinical  Congress  and  the 
Agudath  Israel,  have  denounced 
the  bill  as  has  the  Catholic  Arch¬ 
diocese  of  New  York. 

In  the  generally  conservative 
boroughs  outside  Manhattan, 
where  Koch  enjoys  widespread 
support,  pro-gay  rights  views  are  a 
liability  for  the  mayor  as  well  as 
for  council  members  representing 
these  boroughs. 

Most  opposition  to  the  bill  was 
couched  in  religious  terms,  with 
Orthodox  Jews  and  fundamental¬ 
ist  Christians  cheering  each 
other’s  efforts  to  portray  gay  men 
as  transgressors  of  divine  law.  One 
opponent,  the  Reverend  Roger 
Fulton,  who  listed  his  credentials 


as  president  of  the  Council  to  In¬ 
spire  National  Character  and 
Honor,  vice-president  of  the 
Council  for  Community  Con¬ 
sciousness  and  pastor  of  the 
Neighborhood  Church  in  Green¬ 
wich  Village,  denounced  the  bill 
for  attempting  to  “bypass  God’s 
eternal  word,  the  Bible,  as  well  as 
America’s  traditional  and  highly 
beneficial  moral  values.” 

The  most  astonishing  display  of 
anti-gay  bigotry,  however,  came 
from  two  Hasidim,  at  least  one  of 
them  a  rabbi,  who  broke  into  ap¬ 
plause  when  David  Rothenberg,  a 
city  human  rights  commissioner, 
cited  the  murder  of  two  gay  men 
at  the  Ramrod  bar  last  November. 
It  appears  that  the  two,  members 
of  an  organization  called  the  Jew¬ 
ish  Moral  Committee  (JMC),  favor 
the  death  penalty  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  “Homosexuality  is  a 
capital  offense,”  their  infor¬ 
mation  bulletin  declares,  “and  the 
Torah  requires  capital  punishment 
for  a  capital  offense.”  It  is  un¬ 
clear  who  the  JMC  represents  (it 
calls  itself  the  “Jewish  counter¬ 
part  to  the  New  York  Moral 
Majority”),  but  a  similar  group 
also  present  at  the  meeting,  Jews 
for  Morality,  claims  the  support 
of  “over  2,000  rabbis  and  one  mil¬ 
lion  religious  Jewish  laymen.” 

The  boisterous  Hasidim  visibly 
embarrassed  and  angered  the  nu¬ 
merous  Jewish  supporters  of  the 
bill  in  the  room,  including  council 
member  Miriam  Friedlander  and 
former  Representative  Bella 


Robert  Nelson 

Sgt.  Charles  Cochran:  “I’ve  always  been  gay  but  it’s  taken  34  years  to 
get  up  enough  courage  to  declare  myself  openly.” 


Great  Britain  Charged 
With  Treaty  Violation 
For  Irish  Anti-Gay  Law 


By  Scott  Brookie 

STRASBOURG,  France  —  In  a 
landmark  decision,  the  European 
Court  has  found  the  British  gov¬ 
ernment  in  violation  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Europe’s  Human  Rights 
Treaty  because  of  a  law  in  Nor¬ 
thern  Ireland  which  makes  homo¬ 
sexual  acts  illegal,  according  to 
London’s  Gay  News.  The  likely 
effect  will  be  the  liberalization  or 
elimination  of  anti-gay  laws  in 
Northern  Ireland,  which  is  still 
under  the  control  of  the  British 
government. 

The  decision  in  the  suit,  filed  by 
Northern  Irish  gay  activist  Jeff 
Dudgeon,  was  reached  on  Oct.  22 
by  a  vote  of  15  to  4.  Sitting  in 
Strasbourg,  the  Court  ruled  that 
the  Northern  Ireland  law  was  an 
unqualified  interference  in 
Dudgeon’s  private  life,  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  Article  8  of  the  Human 
Rights  Treaty.  Judges  from  the 
Republic  of  Ireland,  Cyprus,  Aus¬ 
tria  and  Portugal  voted  against 
the  decision;  the  British  judge 
voted  with  the  majority  and 
against  the  UK  government. 

The  ruling  is  binding  on  the 
British  government,  which  must 
now  liberalize  its  laws  in  Northern 
Ireland,  bringing  them  up  to  simi¬ 
lar  standards  with  the  laws  cur¬ 
rently  in  effect  in  England. 

The  decision  comes  in  the  wake 
of  a  resolution  passed  on  Oct.  1  by 
the  Parliamentary  Assembly  of 
the  Council  of  Europe,  calling, 
among  other  things,  for  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  regulations  which  outlaw 
homosexual  acts  (see  GCN,  Vol. 
9,  No.  13). 


Homosexual  acts  were  partially 
decriminalized  in  England  and 
Wales  in  1967.  The  decriminaliza¬ 
tion  was  extended  to  Scotland  in 
1980,  but  political  maneuvering 
has  prevented  it  from  being  ex¬ 
tended  to  Northern  Ireland. 

There  is  very  little  in  the  way  of 
sanctions  to  force  the  UK  govern¬ 
ment  to  comply  with  the  order. 
Britain  could  be  expelled  from 
Europe,  according  to  Gay  News, 
but  that  is  generally  considered 
unlikely.  More  likely  is  that  the 
decision  will  be  implemented,  with 
the  government  telling  those  in 
Northern  Ireland  who  object  that 
they  were  forced  to  revise  the  laws 
against  their  will.  In  July  1980, 
then-British  Secretary  of  State  for 
Northern  Ireland  Humphrey  At¬ 
kins  told  the  British  Parliament, 
“The  Government  remains  pre¬ 
pared  to  reconsider  the  matter  in 
the  light  of  future  relevant  devel¬ 
opments,  including  any  resulting 
from  proceedings  under  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Convention  on  Human 
Rights,  with  regard  to  the  law  in 
Northern  Ireland  on  homosex¬ 
uality.” 

Right-wing  factions  in  both 
England  and  Northern  Ireland 
have  already  registered  their  op¬ 
position  to  the  decision.  Ian 
Paisley,  a  conservative  Protestant 
leader  in  Northern  Ireland,  has 
pledged  to  fight  “in  every  way 
possible”  any  change  in  the  anti¬ 
gay  laws.  Paisley’s  party  decried 
the  ruling,  saying  it  is  “not  man¬ 
datory  on  the  government”  and 
that  it  would  be  “intolerable”  to 
impose  an  “immoral  law  upon 


Northern  Ireland  at  the  behest  of 
a  panel  of  foreign  jurists.” 

Paisley’s  three-year-old  “Save 
Ulster  From  Sodomy”  campaign 
has  been  a  significant  force  in 
preventing  until  now  the  liberal¬ 
ization  of  laws  about  gayness  in 
the  British  protectorate. 

Continued  on  page  3 


Abzug.  Reform  Rabbi  Balfour 
Brickner  testified  in  favor,  as  did 
the  Episcopal  Bishop  of  New 
York,  Paul  Moore,  and  Reverend 
Bruce  Williams,  a  Dominican  pro¬ 
fessor. 

Veteran  observers  of  city  coun¬ 
cil  hearings  over  the  years  noted 
little  change  in  the  opponents’ 
arguments:  fears  of  recruiting  (the 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love 
Association  was  cited  more  than 
once  in  this  regard),  of  public  sex 
(as  illustrated  for  several  speakers 
by  the  recent  CBS  report  on  San 
Francisco)  and  of  affirmative  ac¬ 
tion  for  gays  in  schools  and  reli¬ 
gious  organizations  (New  York 
Civil  Liberties  Union  Executive 
Director  Dorothy  Samuels  testi¬ 
fied  that  the  bill  in  no  way 
requires  institutions  to  hire  gays.) 
Countless  opponents  claimed  to 
speak  in  the  name  of  traditional 
American  family  values. 

One  new  twist  was  offered  by  a 
Dr.  Sigmund  Friedman,  who  ar¬ 


gued  that  the  bill  threatened  the 
medical  health  of  American  soci¬ 
ety.  Citing  Karposi’s  sacroma  and 
other  “homosexual  diseases,”  he 
raised  the  specter  of  gonorrhea- 
stricken  homosexuals  coughing 
into  subways  and  “spreading  their 
diseases  to  the  rest  of  New  York 
City.” 

The  New  York  City  Police  and 
Fire  Departments  took  strong 
stands  against  the  bill  on  the 
grounds  that  it  would  reduce  their 
effectiveness.  Although  the  two 
departments  are  already  forbid¬ 
den  to  discriminate  against  gays 
by  an  executive  order  signed  by 
Mayor  Koch  in  1978,  Patrolman’s 
Benevolent  Association  Vice  Pres¬ 
ident  Pat  Byrne  claimed  the  bill 
would  “denigrate”  the  police  pro¬ 
fession.  He  said  it  would  require 
officers  to  overlook  such  illegal¬ 
ities  as  consensual  sodomy.  Appar¬ 
ently  Byrne  had  not  heard,  until 
council  member  Ruth  Messinger 
Continued  on  page  3 


Amendment  Causes  Rift 
In  Anti-Abortion  Ranks 


By  Jil  Clark 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  “A 
right  to  abortion  is  not  secured  by 
this  constitution.  The  Congress 
and  the  several  states  shall  have 
the  concurrent  power  to  restrict 
and  prohibit  abortions,  provided 
that  a  law  of  a  state  which  is  more 
restrictive  than  a  law  of  Congress 
shall  govern.” 

That  is  the  language  of  the  so- 
called  “federal  abortion  bill,” 
Utah  Senator  Orin  Hatch’s  latest 
attack  on  legal  abortion. 

The  proposal  is  touted  as  a 
compromise,  a  salute  to  states 
rights,  because  it  allows  states  to 
rule  themselves  in  the  area  of 
abortion  —  so  long  as  the  laws 
they  enact  are  more  stringent  than 
federal  guidelines. 

The  proposed  amendment,  a 
brain-child  of  Minnesota  Citizens 
for  Life,  has  been  met  with  dis¬ 
approval  by  60  percent  of  the 
national  anti-abortion  organi¬ 
zations,  including  National  Right 
to  Life,  the  March  for  Life  Com¬ 


mittee,  the  Life  Amendment  Poli¬ 
tical  Action  Committee  and  the 
Christian  Action  Council. 
According  to  Judy  Brown,  head 
of  the  powerful  American  Life 
Lobby,  Hatch’s  strategy  is  “too 
indirect”  and  involves  too  many 
steps. 

If  this  amendment  is  passed  by 
two-thirds  of  both  houses,  upheld 
by  the  U.S.  Supreme  court  and 
ratified  by  38  states,  Congress 
could  outlaw  abortions  by  a  51 
percent  majority,  or  individual 
states  could  lawfully  accomplish 
the  same  task  within  their  own 
boundaries. 

Brown  said  that  she  is  “dis¬ 
gusted”  with  those  leaders  of  the 
“Pro-life  movement”  who  are 
“discussing  ‘political  pragmatism’ 
and  ‘the  reality  of  what  the 
American  people  can  live  with’.” 

“If  this  passes,  it  will  be  the 
biggest  set-back  the  pro-life 
movement  has  experienced  ever. 
We  don’t  want  five  or  six  amend¬ 
ments  of  a  bill.  We  don’t  want 


abortion  banned  five  or  six  years 
down  the  road.  We  aren’t  willing 
to  let  some  babies  [in  some  states] 
die.” 

However,  according  to  Mar¬ 
guerite  Beck-Rex  of  the  National 
Abortion  Rights  Action  League 
(NARAL),  it  is  this  very  “in¬ 
directness”  which  makes  the  bill 
so  pernicious  to  advocates  of 
reproductive  choice.  Beck-Rex 
said  that  the  counterfeit  “states’ 
rights”  compromise  in  the  bill  will 
invite  Congresspersons  to  vote  for 
it  as  a  means  of  “getting  off  the 
hook”  on  the  abortion  issue  with¬ 
out  having  to  face  Senator  Jessie 
Helms’s  so-called  Human  Life 
Bill.  This  bill,  which  states  that 
life  begins  at  conception,  will 
probably  be  called  to  the  Senate 
floor  in  January.  (See  GCN  Vol.  9 
No.  12  &  Vol.  8,  No.  48,  “Zap 
Action  Brigade.”) 

Beck-Rex  expects  that  Helms,  a 
member  of  the  Senate  Appropri¬ 
ations  Committee,  “will  threaten 

Continued  on  page  2 
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'lews  Notes - 

juote  of  the  week 

“I  think  that  all  of  civilization  is  based  upon  the 
.•gislation  of  morality  by  consensus.” 

—Jerry  Falwell  at  a  November  13  press 
inference  at  the  Bismarck  Hotel  in  Chicago,  quoted 
i  Chicago  GayLife  for  November  20. 


radical  proposal 

SYDNEY,  Australia— A  bill  has  been  introduced 
i  repeal  the  law  against  sex  between  consenting 
idult  males  in  the  Australian  state  of  New  South 
A/ales. 

Introduced  by  Member  of  Parliament  George 
Peterson,  the  bill  would  abolish  the  current  law,  by 
which  gay  male  sex  is  punishable  by  up  to  14  years  in 
prison,  and  would  make  sex  between  males  over  the 
age  of  16  legal.  If  the  bill  is  passed,  gay  men  would  be 
treated  equally  under  the  law  with  heterosexuals  and 
lesbians. 

Peterson  is  quoted  in  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald 
as  saying  that  although  the  law  is  seldom  enforced  it 
nevertheless  “makes  poofter-bashing  a  safe  sport 
because  the  victims  of  that  serious  crime  are  in  some 
cases  rightly  fearful  of  going  to  the  police.  They  are 
outside  the  protection  of  the  law.” 

One  incentive  for  the  bill  is  the  passage  earlier 
this  year  of  a  change  in  the  rape  laws  which  removes 
references  to  gender.  Under  current  laws  in 
New  South  Wales,  consensual  homosexual  acts  carry 
a  heavier  penalty  than  homosexual  rape. 

But  there  is  opposition  to  Peterson’s  effort.  The 
Sydney  Daily  Telegraph  quotes  the  Archbishop  of 
Sydney,  Cardinal  Sir  James  Freeman,  as  saying, 
“Homosexual  acts  whether  above  or  below  the  age  of 
consent  are  morally  wrong  and  contrary  to  natural 
law.” 

Members  of  the  National  Country  Party  oppose 
any  reform  of  the  current  law  while  all  MPs  in  the 
Liberal  Party  and  most  of  those  in  the  Labor  Party 
oppose  the  change  unless  the  proposed  age  of 
consent  is  raised  to  18. 

Peterson  has  expressed  surprise  that  a  proposal 
to  make  homosexuality  and  heterosexuality  equal 
under  the  law  “is  thought  to  be  such  a  terribly  radical 
proposal  that  will  cause  untold  damage  to  the  fabric 
of  our  society,  will  cause  our  children  to  have  wasted 
lives,  and  I  suppose  might  even  lead  to  communism.” 

Demonstrations  in  support  of  Peterson’s  effort 
organized  by  Gay  Solidarity,  Labor  Party  gay  groups 
and  the  Gay  Rights  Lobby  were  held  on  November  4 
and  November  11.  The  November  11  demonstration 
featured  two  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence. 


contractual  rights 

SAN  FRANCISCO— After  several  months  of 
negotiations,  the  Jesuit  Community  of  San  Francisco 
has  agreed  to  pay  $5,000  in  damages  to  the  San 
Francisco  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  to  cover  expenses  and 
revenues  lost  when  the  Jesuits  cancelled  a  choral 
concert  last  spring. 

The  chorus  signed  a  contract  with  the  Jesuits  in 
December  1980  to  use  St.  Ignatius’  Church  for  a 
concert  to  be  held  the  following  April.  Less  than  a 
month  before  the  performance,  however,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Archbishop  John  Quinn  declared  that  the 
concert  "would  be  misrepresented  by  many  in  the 
Catholic  community,”  and  that  the  Jesuits  were 
cancelling  the  contract. 

Gay  Rights  Advocates,  a  San  Francisco-based 
public  interest  law  firm,  immediately  filed  suit  on 
behalf  of  the  chorus.  Although  a  California  Superior 
Court  judge  refused  to  order  the  church  to  honor  its 
agreement,  attorneys  for  the  Jesuits  conceded  liabil¬ 
ity  for  damages  due  the  chorus. 

“The  importance  of  this  case  far  exceeds  the 
compensation  to  the  chorus,”  said  Don  Knutson,  an 
attorney  with  GRA.  “Hopefully,  it  will  put  the  public  on 
notice  that  gay  groups  and  individuals  will  stand  up 
for  their  contractual  rights  as  well  as  their  civil  rights.” 


no  constitutional  right 

WASHINGTON,  DC — A  former  naval  petty  offi¬ 
cer,  dismissed  from  the  military  under  a  regulation 
which  calls  for  the  “blanket  discharge  of  all  homo¬ 
sexuals,”  has  filed  suit  to  gain  reinstatement. 

The  Washington  Blade  reports  that  James 
Dronenburg  is  charging  that  the  Navy  violated  his 
constitutional  rights  of  privacy,  equal  protection, 
association  and  due  process  when  it  dismissed  him 
last  April.  Government  lawyers  have  countercharged 
that  there  is  “no  constitutional  right  to  engage  in 
homosexual  conduct,”  and  that  the  Naval  regulation 
is  “rationally  related  to  the  special  needs  of  military 
discipline.” 

Dronenburg’s  counsel,  Washington  gay,  rights 
lawyer  Leonard  Graff,  explained  that  his  client’s  case 
is  particularly  strong  because  he  has  served  in  the 
Navy  in  a  highly  specialized  position  with  a  nine-year 
exemplary  record.  Dronenburg  is  a  Korean  language 
linguist  and  cryptographer,  an  area  in  which  the  Navy 
is  seriously  understaffed,  according  to  the  Blade. 


safehouses 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA— The  Cambridge  Safehouse 
Network  needs  more  women  to  continue  functioning. 

First  organized  in  1979,  the  Network  has  worked 
to  increase  the  number  of  homes  participating  in  the 
program,  which  provides  immediate  and  temporary 
refuge  to  women  in  danger  in  their  homes  and  on  the 
streets.  The  Network  also  seeks  to  bring  the  issues  of 
rape  and  sexual  assault  and  domestic  violence  into 
public  awareness. 

The  group  has  focused  on  outreach  and  publicity 
through  public  speaking,  door-to-door  canvassing  and 
attendance  at  community  events  as  well  as  montly 
training  sessions  and  self-defense  classes  for  women 
who  wish  to  have  their  homes  become  SafeHouses. 

If  you  are  interested  in  working  with  the  Network 
or  would  like  more  information,  call  them  at  (617) 
876-701 5. 

Bill  Kenley,  a  fictitious  character  invented 
in  order  to  receive  free  sample  copies  of 
Corrections,  the  prison  system  magazine, 
received  a  letter  recently  from  Christians 
Against  the  Gay  Bill  of  Rights. 

The  letter  began,  “Dear  Family  Member,” 
and  continued,  “As  a  family  man  I  can  honestly 
say  to  you  that  both  our  families  will  never  be 
the  same  if  the  Gay  Bill  of  Rights  becomes  law.” 

The  letter  solicits  donations,  of  course, 
allegedly  to  pay  for  presenting  the  following 
petition  to  the  US  Congress: 

Whereas  House  Resolution  1454,  the  Gay 
Bill  of  Rights,  will  establish  special  laws  for 
homosexual  men  and  lesbian  women  and; 

Wherease  these  special  laws  will  force 
homosexuals  into  my  neighborhood  and  busi¬ 
ness  and; 

Whereas  if  I  refuse  to  associate  with  homo¬ 
sexuals,  the  Federal  Government  can  bring  me 
into  court  as  a  criminal; 

Now  and  therefore,  the  undersigned  citizen 
of  the  United  States  demands  totally  and  cate¬ 
gorically  that  the  United  States  Congress  reject 
the  “Gay  Bill  of  Rights”  and  reaffirm  traditional 
God-given  morality. 

The  connection  is  social-sexual  control  and 
whether  it’s  clear  to  you  or  not  that  the  “prison 
mentality”  (“Let’s  solve  our  social  conflicts 
cheaply  and  quickly  by  putting  them  behind 
bars.”)  and  the  family  morality  business  are 
connected,  they  appear  to  be  quite  clearly  con¬ 
nected  in  the  minds  of  the  New  Right. 

We  explore  these  connections  in  the 
Prisoner  Pages  once  a  month.  If  you  take  the 
time  to  get  to  know  one  of  the  lesbian  or  gay 
prisoners  listed  in  the  penpal  section  every 
other  week,  you’ll  more  than  see  the  connection, 
you’ll  feel  it. 


Amendment 


Continued  from  page  1 
o  attach  the  language  in  the  bill  to 
;very  appropriations  bill  that 
;omes  along  .  .  .  until  [Senate 
Majority  Leader  Howard]  Baker 
)Uts  it  on  the  calendar  .  .  .  and 
nany  Senators  will  vote  against  it. 
Then,  as  many  good  politicians 
io,  they  will  say  to  themselves,  ‘I 
lust  did  something  good  for  pro- 
;hoice  and  this  Hatch  proposal  is 
3  compromise,  so  I’ll  throw  one  to 
anti-choice’.” 

So  both  Beck-Rex  and  Brown 
are  alarmed  by  Hatch’s  “indirect” 
strategy  —  Beck-Rex  because  she 
thinks  it  appears  innocuous 
enough  to  succeed.  Brown  be¬ 
cause  she  fears  it  will  ultimately 
fail  —  after  it  has  consumed  the 
energy  of  anti-abortion  activists  in 
a  prolonged  ratification  drive. 

Meanwhile,  some  members  of 
Catholics  for  Free  Choice  (CFC) 
are  feeling  grateful  to  Hatch  for 
the  havoc  that  his  proposed 
amendment  wrought  upon  the 
Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops 
here  last  week. 

Several  Catholic  leaders  strong¬ 
ly  protested  Cardinal  Terrance 
Cooke’s  decision  to  give  Hatch’s 
proposal  the  support  of  the  entire 
Conference  when  he  testified  at 
the  Nov.  4  subcommittee 
hearings. 

Cardinal  Humberto  Medeiros 
of  Boston  and  others  contended 
that  Cooke’s  support  for  the 
Hatch  bill  had  contradicted  previ¬ 
ous  opposition  by  the  conference 
to  the  “states’  rights”  approach 
to  the  issue  and  charged  that  the 
move  was  inconsistent  with  the 
bishops’  past  insistence  that  an 
anti-abortion  amendment  be 


based  on  the  principle  that  the 
fetus  is  a  person  endowed  with  full 
human  rights. 

Cooke,  chair  of  the  bishop’s 
Profile  Committee,  called  "the 
Hatch  amendment  “morally 
sound”  and  argued  that  it  was 
“the  most  effective  step  we  could 
take  at  this  time.” 

“As  years  go  by,”  Cooke  told 
the  conference,”  with  the  con¬ 
stant  promotion  of  an  abortion 
mentality,  something  has  to  be 
done.  If  we  do  not  move,  we 
might  have  to  wait  a  long  time 
before  another  move  could  be 
made.” 

Medeiros  responded,  “1  feel 
that  with  my  flock  in  the  Arch¬ 
diocese  of  Boston,  I  won’t  be  able 
to  tell  them  why  we’ve  changed. 
...  In  my  conscience  at  this  point 
1  don’t  see  how  I  could  endorse 
the  present  bill.” 

Some  bishops  also  complained 
that  the  entire  hierarchy  should 
have  been  involved  in  reaching  the 
policy  decision.  “Rather  than 
receiving  the  information  on  a 
matter  of  great  concern  to  all  of  us 
from  a  telegram,”  said  Bishop 
Thomas  Welsh  of  Arlington,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  “there  must  have  been  some 
way  to  poll  us.” 

Connie  McKenna  of  CFC  says 
that  this  rift  is  growing  and  it  is 
“significant  .  .  .  because  the 
Catholic  Church  is  the  backbone 
of  the  anti-abortion  movement 
.  .  .  which  originated  in  the  base¬ 
ment  of  a  Catholic  church  in  New 
York  in  1974  .  .  .  with  the  first 
right  to  life  committee  meeting.” 

The  bishops  are  among  the  anti¬ 
abortion  leaders  with  whom 
Brown  is  “disgusted,”  she  said. 
“The  moral  teachings  of  the  Cath¬ 


olic  Church  are  that  abortion  is 
murder.  You  can’t  turn  around 
and  say  abortion  is  okay  depend¬ 
ing  on  what  state  you  live  in. 
Brown  disagrees  with  Cooke  and 
others  who  are  asserting  that  anti¬ 
abortionists  must  now  compro¬ 
mise. 

“It  isn’t  true  that  we’ve  reached 
the  peak  of  our  power.  Our  move¬ 
ment  is  just  a  baby.  We  have  not 
touched  millions  of  American 
families  with  this  issue  yet,  we 
have  not  compelled  every  Amer¬ 
ican  family  to  think  about  it.  Until 
we  have,  we  have  no  right  to  turn 
back  to  the  grass  roots  people  who 
support  us  and  say  we  have  to 
compromise.” 

Brown  said  that  her  organiza¬ 
tion,  which  is  two  years  old, 
quadrupled  in  size  and  raised  one 
million  dollars  last  year  and  ex¬ 
pects  to  make  two  million  by  the 
end  of  this  fiscal  year. 

She  added  that  “these  two 
camps  have  always  existed  — 
those  who  want  to  use  indirect 
strategies  and  those  who  don’t.” 

She  criticized  anti-abortion 
leaders  for  being  “too  immature” 
to  work  in  coalition.  “We  haven’t 
had  one  meeting  where  all  the 
groups  got  together  and  agreed  on 
a  strategy  .  .  .  except  for  the 
Human  Life  Statute  Coalition, 
which  was  the  best  thing  that’s 
ever  happened  [in  the  pro-life 
movement].” 

If  Hatch’s  proposal  is  passed  by 
the  Senate  and  the  House,  said 
Brown,  “the  best  thing  that  could 
happen  would  be  that  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  would  rule  it  un¬ 
constitutional.  Then  the  move¬ 
ment  behind  the  Pro-Life  Amend¬ 
ment  would  be  greater  than  ever 
because  we’ll  be  able  to  say  that 


the  court  is  standing  in  the  way  of 
what  our  representatives  voted 
for.  We’ll  be  showing  that  the  on¬ 
ly  way  around  it  is  a  constitutional 
amendment.” 

“But,  she  added,  “anyone 
who  counts  numbers  knows  we 
don’t  have  votes  enough  for  the 
Hatch  Amendment.  According  to 
an  analysis  after  the  1980  election, 
we  had  48  votes  in  the  Senate  and 
235  tops  in  the  House.  That  is  not 
two  thirds  and  we  haven’t  gained 
any  converts  since  then.  If  any¬ 
thing,  we’ve  lost  some.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  Senator  Hatfield  [a  pro-lifer] 
made  every  effort  as  chairman  of 
the  Appropriations  Committee  to 
clean  off  [anti-abortion]  riders  at¬ 
tached  to  bills,  including  the  Hyde 
Amendment.  We’re  furious  .  .  . 

“Going  off  in  so  many  different 
directions  has  done  nothing  to  en¬ 
hance  our  credibility  on  the  Hill. 
...  It  isn’t  the  fault  of  our  Con¬ 
gressmen.  Each  of  those  men  still 
carries  a  heavy  cross  because  it  is 
still  politically  unpopular  to  be 
pro-life.” 

Beck-Rex  commented,  “It’s  a 
mistake  to  think  they’re  in  disar¬ 
ray  in  Congress  .  .  .  because  when 
it  comes  to  voting,  they  are  to¬ 
gether.” 

Acccording  to  a  study  of  Cath¬ 
olic  men  and  women  done  in  Sep¬ 
tember  1981  by  Market  Opinion 
and  Research,  72  percent  of 
Catholic  voters  surveyed  think 
that  “abortion  is  a  profoundly 
personal,  private  matter  that 
should  be  decided  by  a  woman  in 
consultation  with  her  doctor,  her 
clergyman  and  her  family.” 

According  to  that  same  study, 
97  percent  of  the  Catholic  women 
surveyed  said  birth  control  should 
be  used  more  to  reduce  the  need 


for  abortion. 

Ninety-  one  percent  said  abor¬ 
tion  should  be  legal  because  illegal 
abortion  costs  lives. 

Eighty-seven  percent  of  those 
studied  said  abortion  involved  an 
issue  of  women’s  control  over 
their  bodies. 

Eighty-six  percent  believe  an 
unwanted  chid  may  be  psychologi¬ 
cally  or  physically  harmed  during 
childhood. 

Eighty-five  percent  were  of  the 
opinion  that  if  a  woman  decides 
she  wants  an  abortion,  she  will 
probably  get  one  whether  or  not  it 
is  legal. 

Similar  results  have  appeared  in 
other  polls  in  the  last  year,  yet 
Brown  asserts  that  a  majority  of 
American  people  are  “pro  life.” 
GCN  asked  Brown  to  explain  why 
she  thinks  these  statistics  are  inac¬ 
curate. 

“For  two  reasons.  One,  I  don’t 
believe  that  the  pro-life  movement 
has  reached  a  majority  of  the 
American  people  yet.  Second,  the 
questions  asked  in  the  polls  tend, 
to  get  gut  reactions  from  people. 
For  example,  if  you  ask  ‘Should 
the  government  control  whether  a 
woman  has  to  carry  a  pregnancy 
to  term?’  the  answer  is  obviously, 
‘No.’  But  that’s  not  the  issue  here. 
Personhood  of  the  pre-bom  child 
is  the  issue.  Nobody  is  against 
freedom  of  choice.  We  just  want 
the  baby  to  have  that,  too.” 

If  the  polls  are  accurate  in  re¬ 
flecting  overall  public  support  for 
legal  abortion,  why  is  that  support 
so  hard  to  find  in  Congress?  Beck- 
Rex  thinks  that  Congresspersons 
are  “misreading  their  constituen¬ 
cies  .  .  .  because  up  until  now 
anti-choice  has  been  so  vocal.” 

—filed  from  Boston 
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R2N2  Reaffirms  Anti-Heterosexist  Stand 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Re¬ 
productive  Rights  National  Net¬ 
work  (R2N2),  a  network  of  local 
activist  groups  doing  work  around 
abortion  and  reproductive  rights 
issues,  held  its  fall  national  con¬ 
ference  here  over  the  weekend  of 
Nov.  6. 

The  conference  was  attended  by 
250  members  and  observers  rep¬ 
resenting  over  35  of  the  network’s 
70  member  groups.  Throughout 
the  weekend  of  panels,  workshops 
and  small  discussions,  network 
members  reviewed  their  work,  dis¬ 
cussed  strategy,  and  made  plans 
for  the  coming  year. 

The  conference  opened  Friday 
night  with  a  video  showing  of  a 
work-in-progress  on  sterilization 
abuse  and  popuation  control. 
Margie  Fine,  network  coordin¬ 
ator,  gave  a  report  on  the  state  of 
the  network,  an  update  on  actual 
work  of  local  groups  and  the  na- 


The  following  is  part  of  an  arti¬ 
cle  by  Linda  J.  Malin  on  the  recent 
National  Organization  for  Women 
national  conference  as  it  appears 
in  the  November  issue  of  off  our 
backs: 

At  the  Lesbian  Rights  Hearing 
on  Saturday  night,  Michigan 
NOW  proposed  a  “Lesbian  Rights 
Clarification  Resolution”  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Resolution  passed  at  last 
year’s  NOW  conference.  The  1980 
resolution  had  said  that  pederasty, 
pornography,  sadomasochism, 
and  public  sex  are  not  lesbian 
rights  issues  and  that  to  support 
them  in  any  way  is  a  violation  of 
feminist  principles.  Since  that 
resolution  was  adopted,  there  has 
been  an  outcry  in  the  feminist  and 
lesbian/gay  press  (e.g.  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News,  July  81;  Heresies 
#12,  Sex  Issue)  which  made  it  clear 
that  there  is  not  a  clear  consensus 
in  the  Women’s  Movement  about 
the  boundaries  between  “accept¬ 
able  and  non-acceptable”  expres¬ 
sions  of  sexuality.  Those  who  are 
concerned  about  the  rights  of  sex¬ 
ual  minorities  (e.g.  Gayle  Rubin 
and  Pat  Califia,  GCN,  July  1981) 
see  NOW’s  1980  resolution  as  an 
abandonment  of  those  who  are 
most  vulnerable  to  attack  by  the 
New  Right  in  NOW’s  effort  to 


The  following  editorial  by  Don 
Weatherbee,  entitled  “Close  the 
Closet,  ”  appeared  in  the  Novem¬ 
ber  11  issue  of  Gamecock,  the 
student  newspaper  at  the  University 
of  South  Carolina  at  Columbia: 

As  strange  as  it  may  sound  I 
had  a  gay  experience  last  Hallo¬ 
ween.  I  suppose  it  wasn’t  a  total 
gay  experience  because  I  only 
made  it  halfway  through  the  door 
of  a  third-floor  Russel  House 
bathroom  before  1  retraced  my 
steps. 

1  unexpectedly  interrupted  a 
loving  couple  in  the  men’s  room, 
but  I  wasn’t  shocked  and  dis¬ 
gusted  —  only  disgusted.  After 
all,  I  had  learned  that  Russel 
House  gays  weren’t  uncommon. 

After  almost  four  years  at  USC, 
with  one  and  one-half  of  those 
years  spent  working  in  the  Russel 
House,  I  developed  a  “gay  aware¬ 
ness.”  I  was  aware  of  men’s 
names,  telephone  numbers  and 
drawings  (perhaps  made  by  the 
more  exercised  gay  artists)  that 
appeared  mysteriously  written  or 
scratched  on  bathroom  walls  and 
then  disappeared  along  with  the 
good  stuff  when  the  walls  were 
later  cleaned. 

I  was  aware  through  past  re¬ 
ports  by  campus  sources  that  Rus¬ 
sel  House  homos  are  not  simply 
Halloween  phenomena,  although 
the  image  fits.  Gays  were  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  news  articles  in  the  past, 


tional  office.  Marlene  Gerber 
Fried,  a  member  of  R2N2’s  na¬ 
tional  steering  committee  who 
works  in  Boston’s  R2N2  affiliate, 
the  Massachusetts  Childbearing 
Rights  Alliance,  spoke  on  the  net¬ 
work’s  history,  where  it  stands 
now  and  where  it  is  going.  She  em¬ 
phasized  the  extent  to  which  the 
network  is  focussed  not  just  on 
reproductive  rights  issues  but  on 
rebuilding  a  broader  women’s 
movement  and  what  R2N2’s  role 
could  be  in  building  that  move¬ 
ment.  She  made  a  pitch  for  main¬ 
taining  a  politically  diverse  net¬ 
work,  which  is  what  she  believes 
the  network  is  now.  She  emphasiz¬ 
ed  the  extent  to  which  R2N2  is  an 
activist/feminist  alternative  to  the 
mainstream  pro-choice  move¬ 
ment. 

A  plenary  on  abortion  was  held 
Saturday  morning  with  Barbara 
Winslow  and  Vicky  Anderson  giv- 


protect  itself  from  attack  and  to 
preserve  its  own  legitimacy. 

Martina  Hildegard  and  Ruth 
Zisook,  two  of  the  authors  of  the 
clarification  resolution,  wanted  to 
inform  NOW  that  the  issues  cited 
in  the  1980  resolution  are  not  as 
easily  decided  as  the  resolution  has 
indicated.  In  their  resolution  they 
offered  some  concepts  to  be  kept 
in  mind  in  the  development  of 
NOW  policy  on  sex  and  power 
issues:  “the  need  to  balance  the 
right  of  adolescents  to  explore 
their  own  sexuality  with  the  need 
to  protect  juveniles  from  abuse 
and  exploitation  by  adults;”  the 
rights  of  individuals  to  Choose 
“the  form  of  their  mutually  volun¬ 
tary  sexual  activity;”  the  need  to 
“explore  alternatives  to  censor¬ 
ship”  of  sexually  explicit  materials 
that  are  “damaging;”  recognition 
that  there  is  a  continuum  of  public 
sexual  expression  ranging  from 
“public  displays  of  affection  to 
overt  sexual  activity,  and  to  define 
‘public’  in  such  a  way  that  non¬ 
participants  have  the  right  not  to 
view  overt  sexuality;”  and  recog¬ 
nition  that  the  Right  is  willing  to 
use  issues  of  pornography,  peder¬ 
asty,  public  sex,  and  sadomaso¬ 
chism  against  “gay  men,  lesbians, 
and  other  non-conforming 
women.” 


complete  with  witnesses’  accounts 
of  sporadic  violence,  and  probab¬ 
ly  will  be  in  the  future. 

I  was  aware  when  a  former  Rus¬ 
sel  House  page  told  me  he  occa¬ 
sionally,  while  on  the  job,  had  to 
liberate  the  bathrooms.  And  one 
night,  after  leaving  the  Gamecock 
office,  I  found  trash  cans  holding 
open  the  doors  of  some  Russel 
House  bathrooms.  I  wasn’t  sure  at 
the  time  how  the  cans  came  to  be 
there,  although  now  1  suspect  it 
was  the  work  of  a  lazy  page. 

And  I  was  aware,  with  all  this 
knowledge,  that  I  was  going  to 
avoid  any  peculiar  confrontations 
in  the  Russel  House.  So,  I  will 
share  with  myself  part  of  the  dis¬ 
gust  I  felt  toward  those  two  men 
last  Halloween.  I  am  disgusted 
with  myself,  not  because  I  ne¬ 
glected  to  avoid  two  homos,  but 
because  I’ve  been  trying  to  avoid 
an  unavoidable  issue.  I  never  fully 
realized  that  gays  are  tumbling  out 
of  the  closet  like  so  much  dirty 
laundry. 

Although  the  Bible  says  God 
created  Adam  and  Eve,  some¬ 
where  along  the  line  someone 
created  Adam  and  Steve,  because 
homosexuality  has  been  around  a 
long  time.  Remember  the  infam¬ 
ous  Roman  empire. 

Thus  it  would  probably  be  futile 
to  try  to  stop  homosexuality,  be¬ 
sides  it  lessens  the  competition  for 
heterosexual  dating.  But  being  the 


ing  presentations.  Winslow  is  a 
member  of  the  R2N2  National 
Steering  Committee  as  well  as  the 
Cleveland  Pro-Choice  Action 
Coalition.  Anderson  is  a  member 
of  the  Alliance  Against  Women’s 
Oppression.  Small  groups  and 
workshops  followed  the  presenta¬ 
tions,  including  those  around: 
abortion  organizing  strategy;  how 
to  work  on  the  Human  Life 
Amendment;  lesbian  organizing 
around  abortion  and  reproductive 
rights;  clinic  defense;  lesbian 
rights;  teenage  sexuality;  child¬ 
care;  cutbacks  organizing  and 
reproductive  rights;  working  in 
coalitions  with  groups  doing  cut¬ 
back  work;  and  Family  Protection 
Act  organizing.  One  workshop 
discussed  how  anti-nuke  work, 
anti-draft  work  and  work  around 
ending  U.S.  intervention  in  El 
Salvador  fit  in  with  R2N2’s  work. 

The  Rise  of  Racism  and  the 


By  submitting  the  resolution, 
Martina  and  Ruth  intended  to 
start  discussion  in  NOW  about  the 
complicated  issues  of  sex  and 
power,  not  only  in  lesbian  rela¬ 
tionships  but  in  heterosexual  ones 
as  well.  (They  said  to  me  that  with¬ 
in  NOW  all  issues  of  women’s  sex¬ 
uality  are  too  often  lumped  to¬ 
gether  with  lesbian  sexuality.) 
Martina  and  Ruth  also  wished  to 
communicate  to  lesbian-feminists 
communities  outside  NOW  that 
there  are  some  radical  lesbians  in 
NOW  who  are  concerned  about 
NOW’s  position  on  issues  of  sexu¬ 
al  freedom,  particularly  in  the  light 
of  the  New  Right’s  diversified 
attacks  on  people’s  rights  over 
their  own  bodies. 

The  clarification  resolution  was 
defeated  by  a  large  margin  in  the 
Lesbian  Rights  Hearing.  Some 
who  favored  the  resolution  felt  it 
failed  to  get  through  because  it  was 
a  complex  issue  which  needed 
much  more  discussion  time  than 
the  hearing  provided  and  because 
only  two  resolutions  could  be 
adopted  by  the  hearing.  Some  who 
voted  against  the  clarification 
resolution  felt  that  priority  should 
be  given  to  initiating  new  action 
by  NOW  and  not  re-hashing  pre¬ 
viously  set  policy. 


liberal  sort  of  person  that  I  am, 
I’m  content  with  the  reasonable 
objective  of  trying  to  put  the  gays 
back  in  the  closet  with  the  dirty 
laundry,  or  at  least  getting  them 
out  of  the  university’s  bathrooms. 

At  first  I  thought  maybe  gays 
would  be  dissuaded  if  mainte¬ 
nance  installed  hard-to-turn  door¬ 
knobs  on  the  bathroom  doors,  but 
then  I  realized  two  gays  would 
open  the  doors  easily. 

A  friend  of  mine  suggested  that 
if  the  bathrooms  were  made  as 
small  as  possible,  so  as  to  allow 
only  minimal  functioning  move¬ 
ment,  the  gays  would  look  else¬ 
where  for  meeting  places.  But  this 
plan  would  be  too  expensive  and 
time  consuming. 

He  then  suggested  placing 
weight-triggered  alarm  systems  in 
the  bathrooms  that  would  sound 
the  alert  when  more  than  one  man 
occupied  small  areas  in  the  bath¬ 
rooms.  But  this  suggestion  fails 
for  the  same  reason  his  first  one 
did. 

So  I  am  still  open  to  sugges¬ 
tions,  preferably  from  hetero¬ 
sexual  readers  who  have  to  cope 
with  the  same  problem:  Until  an 
enforceable  plan  to  liberate  the 
bathrooms  is  designed  and  put 
into  effect,  1  and  many  other 
heterosexuals  will  continue  to  be 
intimidated. 


New  Right  was  the  theme  of  an 
afternoon  plenary  with  panelists 
addressing  issues  of  reproductive 
rights  organizing  in  Third  World 
communities  and  issues  of  Third 
World  communities  that  activists 
can  and  should  work  on.  The 
panelists  included  Rafiquah  An¬ 
derson  of  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  Nationwide 
Women’s  Program;  Delores 
Nolan  of  the  Federation  of 
Feminist  Women’s  Health 
Centers;  Myesha  Jenkins  of  the 
Alliance  Against  Women’s  Op¬ 
pression,  and  Maria  Rodriguez  of 
the  Mexican  American  Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fund. 

The  panel  was  followed  by 
small  discussion  and  consci¬ 
ousness-raising  groups  that  tack¬ 
led  reproductive  rights  and  racism 
and  “how  to  break  down  racism, 
what  are  things  to  be  looking  at 
and  how  can  people  work  to¬ 
gether.”  Specific  discussion  ques¬ 
tions  included:  How  can  local 
R2N2  groups  build  connections  to 
third  world  women’s  groups  and 
activists  in  third  world  com¬ 
munities?  What  coalitions  should 
we  be  working  in?;  What  experi¬ 
ence  has  your  group  in  working  in 
coalitions  to  fight  the  current 
resurgence  of  racism?;  How  can 
groups  get  into  this  work  if  they 
aren’t  already  doing  it?;  What  can 
national  R2N2  do  to  facilitate  this 
work?;  How  has  racism  divided 
the  women’s  movement  and  how 
does  it  continue  to  divide  us  now? 

Sunday  was  devoted  to  discuss¬ 
ing  and  adopting  resolutions. 
R2N2  has  agreed  to  join  with  the 
National  Organization  for 
Women  and  other  groups  in  a 
coalition  to  plan  a  counter 
demonstration  at  this  year’s  right- 
to-life  convention  in  Cherry  Hill, 
Pennsylvania,  in  July.  R2N2  also 
decided  to  publish  a  pamphlet  on 
the  Family  Protection  Act  and  to 
continue  their  participation  in  the 
National  Coalition  to  Fight  the 
FPA,  called  together  by  the  Con¬ 
gress  on  Women  and  Family  Law. 
They  will  also  be  developing  new 
literature  on  doing  anti-racist 
work  and  a  lesbian  rights  pam¬ 
phlet.  A  national  literature  com¬ 
mittee  was  established  to  work  on 
these  and  other  pamphlets.  The 
national  office  will  be  developing 
a  hot-line  so  that  information 
about  important  issues  such  as  the 
HLA  or  FPA  can  be  gotten  to 
member  groups  almost  overnight. 

Margie  Fine  told  GCN  that  the 
network  had  made  a  decision  that 
“all  our  literature  reflect  an  anti¬ 


continued  from  page  1 

The  “Festival  of  Light,”  a 
rightwing  Christian  organization 
in  England  very  similar  to  the 
Moral  Majority,  released  a  state¬ 
ment  about  the  decision,  saying 
that  it  “raises  the  whole  question 
of  whether  a  lawshou  Id  support 
family  values  in  society.”  The 
statement  adds,  “Traditionally 
our  laws  have  supported  marriage 
and  the  family,  and  tried  to  pro¬ 
tect  normal  human  develoment. 
Behavior  which  damages  individ¬ 
ual  happiness  and  stable  family 
life  has  been  outlawed.” 

The  Irish  National  Gay  Federa¬ 
tion  (NGF)  of  the  Republic  of 
Ireland  commented  that  the  rul- 


continued  from  page  1 
pointed  it  out,  that  consensual  so¬ 
domy  has  been  legal  in  New  York 
State  since  last  December’s  court 
of  appeals  ruling  in  People  v 
Onofre. 

Shortly  after  Byrne  told  the 
audience  that  he  was  “not  aware 
that  there  are  any  homosexuals  in 
the  Police  Department,”  one  Ser¬ 
geant  Charles  Cochran  took  the 
stand  and  dropped  the  bombshell 
of  Friday’s  hearings.  To  a  stand¬ 
ing  ovation  from  gays  in  the 
room,  he  announced,  “lam  very 
proud  to  be  a  police  officer,  but  I 


racist  and  anti-heterosexist  per¬ 
spective.  In  a  sense  that’s  not  dif¬ 
ferent  than  what  we’ve  done  be¬ 
fore,  but  it  helps  focus  it  and 
make  it  stronger.  We  wanted  to 
make  sure  everything  we  wrote 
states  this  and  that  our  work 
reflects  it  —  that  it  is  in  the 
forefront  of  our  brains.” 

GCN  asked  Fried  how  she  felt 
about  the  conference  and  what 
she  thought  it  accomplished.  Fried 
responded,  “The  major  things 
were  really  building  the  network 
in  the  West,  which  was  part  of  the 
reason  to  have  the  conference  out 
there.  We  also  really  moved  for¬ 
ward  around  issues  of  racism, 
both  through  the  population  con¬ 
trol  slide  show  and  the  discussion 
on  racism.  This  was  more  of  a 
multi-racial  conference  than  we’ve 
ever  had  before,  That  was  ex¬ 
citing.  All  in  all,  1  thought  there 
was  a  good  balance  between  talk¬ 
ing  about  strategy  and  thinking 
about  what  it  all  meant,  and  also 
trying  to  develop  areas  of  analysis, 
like  around  lesbianism,  that  have 
not  been  given  enough  attention 
before. 

“There  was  a  workshop  on  les¬ 
bian  issues  and  there  was  also  a 
resolution  which  involved  a  com¬ 
mitment  on  the  part  of  the  net¬ 
work  to  have  all  literature  talk 
about  lesbianism,  or  in  some  way 
draw  together  the  links.  We  also 
agreed  to  have  a  session  on  les¬ 
bianism  at  our  next  national  meet¬ 
ing.” 

GCN  asked  Fried  if  there  was 
more  dialogue  between  lesbians 
and  straight  women  and  whether 
people  were  dealing  with  these 
issues  in  an  upfront  way.  Fried 
told  GCN  that  she  thought  “that 
was  part  of  the  goal,  to  have  more 
dialogue.  But  also  the  other  goal  is 
to  not  be  retreating  around  these 
issues.  To  make  it  clear  that  we 
will  continue  to  raise  these  issues 
and  make  the  connections  in  our 
work.  We  don’t  want  to  carve  up 
the  territory  in  a  ‘safer’  way  (by 
leaving  out  lesbian  stuff].  We 
can’t  retreat.  We  must  fight  the 
attacks,  but  also  talking  about  les¬ 
bian  issues  is  all  part  of  a  broad 
general  way  of  talking  about  re¬ 
productive  rights  and  abortion 
anyway.  We  want  our  focus  to  be 
more  than  just  a  focus  on  rights  or 
choices,  but  on  really  what  it 
means  to  live  your  life  in  a  certain 
way.” 

Those  wanting  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  R2N2  can  write  them  at  17 
Murray  St.,  N.Y.C.,  N.Y.  10007, 


ing,  together  with  the  action  of  the 
Council  of  Europe,  could  have 
important  consequeneces  in  Ire¬ 
land,  which  retains  a  number  of 
anti-gay  laws  but  is  not  directly  af¬ 
fected  by  the  Court  ruling.  Both 
judgments,  says  the  NGF,  high¬ 
light  the  discrepancy  between  the 
State’s  (Ireland’s)  official  stance 
on  human  freedoms  and  its  reten¬ 
tion  of  domestic  laws  which  are 
plainly  discriminatory. 

(This  story  was  compiled  from 
reports  in  the  Gay  News  of  Lon¬ 
don,  the  Irish  Times,  previous 
issues  of  GCN,  and  information 
supplied  by  a  GCN  contact  in 
Ireland,  Thomas  Riordan.) 


am  equally  proud  of  being  gay. 
I’ve  always  been  gay  but  it’s  taken 
34  years  to  get  up  enough  courage 
to  declare  myself  openly.” 

An  equally  rousing  gesture 
came  from  Manhattan  council 
member  Bob  Dreyfus,  who  re¬ 
sponded  to  a  fundamentalist 
speaker  with  a  bold  declaration  of 
solidarity:  “If  you  have  to  be 
homosexual  to  support  the  bill,  let 
it  be  said  today  that  we  stand  up 
and  we  are  all  homosexuals,”  he 
said. 
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by  Michael  Bronski 

I  have  this  friend  (no,  really;  it’s  not  one  of  those  “I 
have  this  friend  who  has  syphilis”  stories)  who  came  out 
—  at  the  age  of  16  —  after  attending  a  performance  of 
Puccini’s  Manon  Lescaut  at  the  old  Metropolitan  Opera 
House  in  New  York.  My  friend  —  I’ll  call  him  Cheru- 
bino  in  homage  to  the  youth  and  sexual  fervor  of  the 
Mozart  character  —  discovered  in  his  early  teen  years  a 
passion  for  both  men  and  opera.  He  frequented  the  Met 
to  satisfy  his  ear  but  had  little  knowledge  or  experience 
of  where  to  find  partners  and  satisfy  his  groin. 

Somewhere  during  the  second  intermission  of  this 
particular  Saturday  matinee  Cherubino  was  standing  in 
the  elaborately  gilded  Family  Circle  Tier  lobby,  quietly 
reading  his  program,  when  he  fell  into  conversation  with 
an  older  —  he  seemed  older  then,  but  was  probably  all 
of  26  —  attractive  man.  Actually,  he  had  not  been  able 
to  read  his  program  for  his  eyes  had  kept  straying  across 
the  room  to  this  very  same  handsome  man  whom  he  had 
already  dubbed  Tristan.  They  discussed  the  opera, 
music,  life  in  New  York,  and  made  plans  for  a  post¬ 
performance  drink.  Cherubino  had  difficulty  concen¬ 
trating  on  the  third  act,  his  passion  for  men  was  slowly 
edging  out  his  attention  to  the  music.  After  Manon  had 


finally  died  of  thirst,  singing  madly,  in  her  lover’s  arms, 
Cherubino  was  released  and  able  to  flee  —  fantasies  and 
anxiety  running  wild  —  into  the  arms  of  fate. 

Tristan  was  waiting  and  they  went  for  the  anticipated 
drink.  (He  had  actually  been  waiting  almost  six  years  for 
this  particular  drink.)  Carried  on  by  Puccini’s  music  one 
thing  led  to  another  and  they  landed  back  in  Tristan’s 
Greenwich  Village  apartment  locked  in  one  another’s 
arms;  luckily,  unlike  Manon,  they  did  not  die.  After 
their  love  duet  Tristan  fixed  some  warm  brandy  and 
dishes  of  yogurt  with  honey  and  fresh  fruit  —  this  was 
very  exotic  since  yogurt  had  not  yet  made  it  to  TV 
commercials  and  smacked  of  the  bohemian  —  before 
they  reprised  their  duet,  took  curtain  calls  and 
exchanged  phone  numbers. 

A  nice  story  with  a  happy  ending,  you  might  think. 
But  Cherubino  told  me,  many  years  later,  that  it  was  this 
afternoon  that  not  only  confirmed  his  positive  gay  sexual 
feelings,  but  the  mixture  of  the  music,  the  man,  the  sex, 
the  yogurt,  the  warm  brandy  —  and  what  they  all  signi¬ 
fied  in  his  mind  —  made  him  positively  glad  to  be  a 
homosexual. 


I. 

I  have  always  loved  opera.  I  enjoy  the  stories,  the 
costumes,  the  drama,  and  of  course,  the  music.  As  early 
as  grammar  school  I  identified  my  interest  in  opera  as  a 
component  of  my  sexual  feelings.  It  was  a  confirmation 
that  my  “differentness”  was  not  only  constructive,  but 
was  manifest  in  socially  acceptable  interests.  It  was  an 
escape,  not  only  in  fantasy,  but  as  a  form  of  social 
mobility. 

Opera  has  had  a  long  and  varied  history  ranging  from 
the  high-culture  intellectualism  of  late  16th  century 
Monteverdi  to  the  19th  century  populist  rabble-rousing 
dramas  of  Verdi.  In  this  country  opera  was  not  always 
the  elitist,  high-tone  entertainment  it  is  now  thought 
(and  priced)  to  be.  Part  of  the  popular  culture  brought 
to  America  by  European  immigrants  was  their  love  of 
music.  The  movie  stereotype  of  the  Italian  organ  grinder 
singing  a  Verdi  aria  was  based  in  truth.  Jenny  Lind,  the 
famous  Swedish  colorature  soprano,  introduced  popular 
French  and  Italian  arias  to  this  country  under  the 
auspices  of  the  most  vulgar  of  American  showmen,  P.T. 
(“There’s  a  sucker  born  every  minute”)  Barnum.  The 
good  gray,  gay  poet  Walt  Whitman  —  whose  populist 

Continued  on  page  2 


MUSIC  MUSIC 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

SUPPLEMENT  SUPPLEMENT 


MUSIC 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

SUPPLEMENT 


M  M  M  » 


Page  2  Gay  Community  News  MUSIC  SUPPLEMENT  November 


Continued  from  Page  1 

sentiments  are  unchallenged  —  loved  opera  and  wrote 
many  poems  using  not  only  the  form  and  style  of  the 
music,  but  in  praise  of  specific  singers  and  works. 

At  some  point  in  the  American  history  of  opera  — 
probably  as  class  differences  became  more  distinct  —  the 
popular  art  form  became  more  elite  and  associated  with 
a  certain  class  status.  I  suspect  that  it  was  at  this  time  that 
the  art  and  its  audience  separated:  the  relationship 
between  popular  culture  and  its  audience  is  participa¬ 
tion,  high  culture  demands  respectful  spectating. 

As  new  popular  culture  emerged  the  opera  became 
increasingly  “arcane”  and  outdated.  At  the  same  time  — 
and  for  reasons  that  deserve  a  separate  essay  —  there  also 
appeared  the  myth  that  “high  culture”  and  the  upper 
classes  were  more  accepting  of  homosexuality  than  the 
working  class.  (Although  false,  the  myth  still  persists 
today.)  While  the  entier  remained  homophobic,  gay 
men  sought  a  safety  in  the  “salvation”  of  high  culture.” 
While  branded  criminals  by  society  some  gay  men  could 
infiltrate  —  and  in  many  cases  manage  —  the  inner 
circles  of  “high  art.” 

In  Alienated  Affections  Seymour  Kleinberg  discusses 
how  the  ballet  was  a  way  that  older  gay  men  brought 
younger  gay  men  into  a  private  world.  I  think  that  this  is 
what  Cherubino  experienced  when  he  was  picked  up  at 
the  Met:  he  was  on  safe  territory.  While  street  cruising 
and  bars  (especially  in  pre-Stonewall  days)  may  have 
seemed  threatening,  and  might  have  been  dangerous, 
meeting  at  the  opera  was  downright  upright.  For  in  its 
last  100  years  of  development,  the  opera  (and  the  other 
arts)  have  become  a  haven  in  a  heartless  world  for  gay 
men.  I  knew  in  grammar  school  that  “the  opera”  stood 
for  another  world.  The  brandy,  fruit,  and  yogurt  that 
entranced  Cherubino  were,  in  fact,  artifacts  of  a  rite  of 
passage  into  a  new  world:  the  subculture  of  gay  life  as 
defined  in  a  certain  place  and  time. 

II. 

“Why  does  man  want  to  see  (on  the  stage)  mournful 
scenes  full  of  misery  which  he  would  not  himself  care  to 
live  through  in  reality?  And  yet  the  spectator  wants  to  be 
dolefully  affected,  nay  the  pain  itself  is  what  he  relishes. 
Is  not  that  a  lamentable  madness  ...  Is  it  then,  that 
tears  and pains  are  loved ?  Yet  every  human  being  strives 
for  pleasure"  —  St.  Augustine,  Confessions. 

Why  should  gay  men-be  attracted  to  opera  as  an  art 
form?  I  suspect  both  historical  and  emotional  reasons. 
As  opera  became  less  of  a  popular  art  form,  a  certain 
distance  occurred.  In  her  essay  on  “camp”  Susan  Sontag 
states  that  “distance”  is  a  basic  tenet  of  sensibility.  As 
opera  became  more  remote  to  the  general  public  it 
became  more  attractive  since  it  existed  for  itself  alone. 
Historically  the  cult  of  the  dandy  and  the  art  for  art’s 
sake  movements  were  dominated  by  homosexuals  and 
were  the  building  blocks  for  what  we  now  call  a  “gay 
sensibility."  It  was  the  privileged  outsider  having  the 
power  to  create  (and  enjoy)  something  that  was  removed 
from  the  culture  that  spurned  him.  The  writings  of 
Proust  and  James  are  examples  of  form  as  content.  To 
some  extent  this  is  also  true  of  opera;  the  very  artificiality 
of  singing  rather  than  speaking  drama  removed  the 
viewer  from  the  “normal”  world.  To  become  part  of  this 
was  to  become  part  of  a  “knowing,”  somewhat  secret, 
cultural  and  social  class. 

Paradoxically  the  very  structures  that  create  this 
distance  also  heighten  the  emotion.  There  is  very  little 
“realism”  in  opera.  Emotions  are  exaggerated,  high 
flown,  larger  than  life.  The  camp  sensibility  flows  freely 
into  the  exaggerated  romanticism  present  in  both  the 
situations  and  the  music:  lovers  don’t  just  fall  in  love, 
they  sing  a  knock-out  duet;  heroines  don’t  just  die,  they 
expire  after  their  final  aria.  Nothing  is  on  a  normal  scale 
in  opera.  Repressed  emotions  now  have  permission  to 
pour  out  and  fill  the  theater.  Thomas  Disch  in  On 
Wings  Of  Song  postulates  a  future  world  that  is  so 
frought  with  political  and  emotional  repression  the  only 
escape  is  for  the  spirit  to  literally  leave  the  body  while 
singing:  song  transcends  the  material  world. 

While  Cherubino  listened  to  Manon  sing  her  last 
breaths  of  love  he  responded  with  his  own  romantic, 
sexual  longings.  And  while  in  the  real  (heterosexual) 
world  these  were  difficult  to  deal  with  —  especially  for  a 
not-yet-out- 16-year-old  —  they  were  real  on  stage,  a 
validation  of  his  own  feeling.  In  a  world  that  told  him 
not  to  feel,  opera  reveled  in  feeling.  It  even  allowed 
encores. 

In  opera,  more  than  other  performance  arts,  there  is 
allowed  a  separation  between  the  performer  and  the 
work.  In  film  and  theater  we  expect  a  reasonable  corres¬ 
pondence  between  actor  and  character.  The  discipline  of 
ballet  demands  a  certain  physicality.  One  of  the  oldest 
lampoons  at  opera  is  the  400  pound,  pasta-laden 
soprano  singing  the  lithe,  young  Madame  Butterfly;  the 
hefty  Wagnerian  singing  her  way  to  and  beyond 
(though  seldom  dancing)  Strauss’  Salome’s  Dance  of  the 
Seven  Veils.  But  once  the  on-stage  incongruity  is 
overlooked  it  doesn’t  make  any  difference.  The  drama 
resides  in  the  music,  and  if  sung  well  it  is  the  music,  not 
the  performer,  that  is  Butterfly:  a  triumph  of  emotion 
over  physicality,  of  form  over  reality. 

The  overreach  of  emotion  in  song  is  usually  matched 
by  convention  of  plot.  It  is  the  elaborate  gesture,  not  the 
subtle  nuance  that  attracts.  The  first  opera  recording  my 
lover  Walta  ever  bought  was  Maria  Callas’  Mad  Scenes ;  it 
is  emotion  run  wild.  Imagine  the  queen,  unlucky  in 
love,  not  brooding  at  home  but  going  quite  mad  —  with 
lots  of  attention-getting  music  —  in  front  of  friends  and 


family.  Imagine  the  vicarious  thrill  of,  time  and  again, 
being  able,  with  Tosca,  to  fling  yourself  over  the  parapet 
when  it’s  last  call  and  you  haven’t  made  out  yet.  Western 
civilization  has  always  taught  the  repression  of  emotion, 
a  stricture  emphatically  aimed  at  women  and  gay  men. 
The  emotional  torrents  of  opera  rebel  against  this. 

III. 

I  lived  for  art,  I  lived  for  love, 

Never  did  I  harm  a  living  creature!  .  .  . 

Whatever  misfortunes  I  encountered 
I  sought  with  secret  hand  to  succor. 

Ever  in  pure  faith 
I  brought  flower  to  the  altars. 

In  this  hour  of  pain,  why, 

Why,  oh  Lord,  why 
Dost  thou  repay  me  thus? 

“Vissi  d’arte”  sung  by  Tosca 

The  most  obvious  gay  connection  to  opera  is  the  cult 
of  the  diva.  Stauncher  even  than  the  fans  of  Garland  and 
Striesand,  the  claques  of  Maria  Callas  and  Joan  Suther¬ 
land  (among  others)  have  been  fanatical  in  their  devo¬ 
tion.  Going  beyond  the  usual  “appreciation  stage”  the 
fans  glorify  and  deify  their  stars:  Callas  was  “La  Divina,” 
Sutherland  “La  Stupenda.”  If  opera  transcends  reality 
with  art,  lifts  the  listener’s  own  emotion  from  the 
mundane  to  the  ethereal,  it  is  logical  to  seek  the  most 
perfect  expression  of  that  emotion.  Callas  and  Suther¬ 
land  became  so  important  to  their  devotees  because  they 
express  that  striving  towards  pure  emotion;  an  almost 
unworldly  flight  from  the  world.  While  Callas  was  noted 
for  her  dramatic  power  and  Sutherland  for  her  technical 
precision,  both  represent  (in  different  ways)  the  glorifi¬ 
cation  of  emotion.  The  ethereal  music  of  Bellini’s  “Casta 
Diva”  from  Norma  —  one  of  the  most  famous  soprano 
arias  —  has  come  to  represent  a  hymn  to  the  singer 
herself,  as  well  as  to  the  Goddess  to  whom  it  is  sung. 

The  world  tells  gay  men  that  they  are  not  really  men 
so  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  should  have  an  easier 
time  identifying  with  what  they  perceive  as  the  femini¬ 
zation  of  emotion.  Opera  exaggerates  the  dichotomies 
of  the  heterosexual  world.  Women  are  allowed  more 
expression  of  feeling  than  men,  and  as  a  result  they  get 
the  better  roles. 

In  a  world  that  persecutes  homosexuals  it  is  not  sur¬ 
prising  that  gay  men  would  identify  with  the  love-torn, 
victimized  heroine  of  an  opera.  Lucia  goes  mad,  Tosca 
kills  her  tormentor  then  commits  suicide,  Violetta  dies 
of  consumption  unable  to  live  syithout  her  love.  It  is  a 
self-pitying  vision  —  one  is  tempted  to  call  it  a  pre- 
Stonewall  sensibility  —  but  understandable,  and  even 
comforting. 


By  Andy  Rosing 

The  term  New  Wave  has  been  adopted  by  today’s 
music  scene  to  describe  much  of  the  new,  loud,  anti¬ 
establishment  and  danceable  music  that  is  being 
produced.  But  there’s  a  group  around  making  music 
that  I  think  is  best  described  by  the  term  New  Wave 
Folk.  This  group  has  managed  to  come  up  with  a  style  all 
their  own  —  something  very  exciting  since  most  of  the 
music  being  produced  today  is  either  a  remake  from  the 
50’ s  and  60’s  or  a  song  that  sounds  very  much  like  the 
one  you  heard  just  before  it.  This  group  also  has  a  name 
that  fits  in  well  with  the  seemingly  endless  list  of  new 
groups  like  The  Clash,  The  Police,  The  Flying  Lizards 
and  Mission  of  Burma.  They  are  The  Roches. 


IV. 

“I  dare  say,  dear,  you  can’t  judge  of  Egypt  by  Aida” 
—  Ronald  Firbank  in  Concerning  the  Eccentricites  of 
Cardinal  Pirelli. 

Not  all  opera  is  melodramatic  or  tragic.  Mozart, 
Rossini,  Donizetti  and  others  have  written  in  a  light, 
comic,  or  satiric  vein.  The  frothiness  of  these  and  the 
Opera  Buffa  and  Operetta  (both  of  which  led  to  what  we 
now  call  musical  comedy  —  another  popular  gay  art 
form)  are  the  reverse  of  the  more  serious  bel  canto  style. 
The  very  artifice  of  style  and  form  express  a  desire  to 
repress  emotion;  to  contain  and  control  it  within  certain 
bounds. 

In  Mozart,  The  Dramatist  Brigid  Brophy  argues  that 
Mozart’s  music  is  epitomal  of  the  age  of  reason.  Tightly 
constructed,  elaborately  designed,  it  is  complete  unto 
itself.  Like  the  graphic  balance  in  a  Beardsley  print,  or 
the  perfectly  weighted  epigram  of  Oscar  Wilde,  the 
triumph  is  in  the  perfect  union  of  form  and  content:  the 
transcendence  of  the  artifice,  the  sublimeness  of  the 
created  object. 

Contrary  to  Ronald  Firbank’s  character’s  operatic 
musing  we  are  in  fact  urged  to  judge  Egypt  by  Aida.  For 
its  time  on  the  stage  Aida  creates  a  world  unto  itself.  We 
surrender  ourselves  to  the  emotional  experience,  there  is 
no  Egypt  other  than  that  of  Aida.  In  the  Verdi  opera  it  is 
a  romantic,  emotional  impulse,  in  Mozart  our  reason, 
intelligence,  and  sense  of  style  are  brought  forth.  In 
either  case  we  are  invited  to  leave  our  world  and  enter 
into  a  new  one,  to  recreate  and  relive  our  experience 
within  the  framework  and  under  the  influence  of  the 
music. 

Epilogue 

Theater,  of  any  kind,  is  a  creation  of  a  new  world.  This 
new  world  responds  to  both  the  needs  of  its  creators  and 
the  audience  for  whom  it  is  intended.  For  a  number  of 
complicated  historical,  social,  and  artistic  reasons  opera 
has  attracted  the  attention  of  many  gay  men.  Like  the 
baths  and  the  bars  it  provided  a  meeting  place,  like  the 
gay  liberation  movement  it  validated  out  emotions,  like 
any  good  entertainment  it  is  enjoyable.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  say  that  all  gay  men  like  opera  —  as  untrue 
as  all  gay  men  liking  disco  —  but  many  do. 

Cherubino  still  goes  to  the  opera.  He  enjoys  the  music 
but  doesn’t  make  out  as  well  as  he  does  at  the  Mineshaft 
(a  theater  which  offers  both  romantic  hysteria  and 
tightly  controlled  action).  In  some  ways  the  gay  male 
attraction  to  the  opera  may  seem  rather  old  fashioned, 
perhaps  not-quite-liberated.  But  the  human  imagi¬ 
nation  is  boundless  and  there  is  nothing  wrong  with 
inventing  a  new  Egypt,  going  mad  for  an  afternoon, 
appreciating  a  work  of  art,  or  even  picking  someone  up 
during  a  second  act  intermission. 


But  the  name  is  where  the  similarity  ends.  The  Roches 
are  three  sisters  (with,  yes,  the  last  name  of  Roche)  who 
have  found  a  completely  innovative  sound  without 
being  over-produced.  They  have  not  been  written  about 
much  in  the  gay  and  feminist  press  mostly,  I  suspect, 
because  they  are  produced  by  a  major  record  company 
and  so  they  have  the  financial  backing  necessary  for 
publicity  and  don’t  need  to  rely  on  word  of  mouth  as 
much  as  many  of  the  women’s  music  artists.  And  yet 
they  are  still  not  well  known  and  seem  to  have  gotten 
most  of  their  local  exposure  on  WCAS  radio  (a  station 
which  has  now  changed  its  format  and  no  longer  plays 
Roches-type  music). 

Continued  on  page  3 
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Meg:  A  Warrior  at  Rest 


Turning  It  Over 

By  Meg  Christian 
Produced  by  Olivia  Records 

Reviewed  by  Cindy  Rizzo 

There’s  a  wonderful  Meg  Christian  story  that  comes 
out  of  this  year’s  Michigan  Womyn’s  Music  Festival.  It 
was  one  of  those  nights  when  the  Festival  needed  150 
women  to  do  security  work  during  the  evening  concert 
shift.  The  volunteers  were  slow  in  coming  forth,  so  a 
little  incentive  was  offered.  Each  volunteer  would  get  a 
hug  from  singer  Teresa  Trull  and  a  concert  from  Meg, 
who  promised  to  make  the  rounds  at  all  work  stations  to 
entertain  the  volunteers.  My  friend  heard  this  and  went 
forth  willingly.  Teresa  made  good  on  her  hug  and  Meg 
strolled  around  the  festival  grounds,  guitar  in  hand, 
until  the  wee  hours  of  the  morning,  performing  a  series 
of  mini  concerts  —  all  of  which  took  place  directly  after 
her  main  performance  in  front  of  the  larger  festival 
audience. 

This  is  just  one  example  of  the  type  of  commitment 
and  enthusiasm  women’s  music  fans  have  been  witness¬ 
ing  from  Meg  Christian  since  the  early  seventies.  Meg 
was  among  the  first  group  of  pioneers,  Alix  Dobkin  and 
Maxine  Feldman  were  others,  who  set  the  dream  of 
‘‘women’s  music”  in  motion.  Recently  Olivia  Records 
released  Meg’s  third  album,  Turning  It  Over.  She  now 
joins  the  small  minority  of  feminist  performers  who  have 
been  lucky  enough  to  have  recorded  three  LPs  in  almost 
ten  years.  If  you  match  that  output  against  that  of  main¬ 
stream  performers,  who  have  major  corporate  backing 
(how  many  albums  has  Linda  Ronstadt  produced  since 
1973?),  it’s  areal  shame  and  a  sobering  thought  for  those 
of  us  who  criticize  Olivia  and  others  for  becoming  too 
commercialized.  Let’s  face  it,  every  new  album  and  every 
new  tour  is  a  struggle. 

I  count  myself  among  the  critics.  I  have  gradually 
become  less  and  less  of  a  women’s  music  devotee  — 
going  to  fewer  concerts  and  buying  fewer  records.  This 
all  began  when  Cris  Williamson’s  Strange  Paradise  was 
released  and  was  promoted  by  her  first  major  national 
tour  in  years.  Musically  her  songs  were  of  the  highest 
quality.  The  introduction  of  rock  ’n  roll  was  particularly 
welcome.  But  lyrically,  they  were  nowhere.  Cris’  songs 
were  becoming  increasingly  devoid  of  feminist,  much 
less  lesbian,  content.  And  her  concert  raps  were  worse. 

A  few  months  later  I  went  to  see  Meg  at  a  local  folk 
club  (not  a  women’s  space)  where  she  played  to  a  small 
audience  of  about  150.  As  always,  she  was  vibrant, 
giving,  funloving,  but  the  political  content  was  dimin¬ 
ished  and  hopelessly  subtle. 


Continued  from  Page  2 

Their  repertory  ranges  from  traditional  Irish  ballads 
(with  one  sister  singing  the  male  voice  and  another  that 
of  the  “hardworking  factory  girl”)  to  songs  about  falling 
in  love  with  performers  on  a  stage  (“It’s  stupid  to  believe 
in  stuff  that  happens  on  a  stage”).  Their  lyrics  blend  per¬ 
fectly  with  the  music  to  complete  their  vision  of  the 
world  as  sometimes  funny,  sometimes  confusing,  but 
they  never  mince  words  and  are  always  straight  to  the 
point  (“Oh  Mr.  Sellac,  can  I  have  my  job  back?  I’ve  run 
out  of  money  again.”).  They  choose  everyday 
expressions  and  make  you  think  about  them  (“They  say 
we’ll  meet  again  on  down  the  line.  Where  is  on  down 
the  line?  How  far  away?”)  and  voice  everyday  concerns 
about  life  (“I  want  to  ask  him  what’s  his  name.  But  I 
can’t  ’cause  I’m  so  afraid  of  the  man  on  the  train.”).  In 
“My  Sick  Mind,”  they  give  your  deepest  fears  a  melodic 
and  satiric  outlet  (“Nobody  knows.  Not  even  your  best 
friend  knows  the  bind  you’re  in.”).  While  in  another 
verse  of  the  same  song,  three  lines  are  sung  simulta¬ 
neously  (“She’s  such  a  good  girl,”  “My  sick  mind,”  and 
“Listen  to  the  people  talk”)  bringing  out  the  irony  and 
confusion  of  seeing  the  world  through  your  own  mind’s 
eye. 

Probably  their  best  known  song,  “The  Death  of  Suzzy 
Roche,”  is  their  most  humorous  (and  undoubtedly  their 
most  punk)  although  some  people  may  find  the  even¬ 
tual  murder  of  one  of  the  sisters  a  bit  too  much  to  make 
the  point  of  the  refrain,  “Some  people  really  have  a  lot 
of  nerve.  Everywhere  they  go  they  think  they  should  get 
served.  Everybody  in  the  laundromat  is  equal,  Suzzy 
Roche”  —  the  ultimate  call  to  do  away  with  privilege. 

In  a  world  where  playing  dumb  and  violent  shock 
value  have  become  positive  attributes,  it’s  a  pleasure  to 
find  a  group  that  celebrates  clear  visions  and  straight¬ 
forwardness.  Most  of  the  songs  are  written  by  Maggie 
Roche  who  has  a  voice  so  low  that,  musically  speaking, 
there  is  no  need  for  a  male  voice.  Their  forte,  however,  is 
their  harmonies.  Their  voices  blend  so  well  together  that 
I  remember  being  literally  lifted  out  of  my  seat  when  I 
heard  them  in  concert.  What  makes  them  exceptional  is 
their  willingness  to  experiment  —  to  throw  in  discords 
when  the  lyrics  call  for  them.  In  “One  Season,”  there  is  a 
whole  chorus  in  disharmony  that  follows  the  line,  “We 
go  on  arguing,  no  one  can  say  a  thing,  throw  down  your 
key  and  trumpet,  go  have  a  dream  and  hump  it.  Any¬ 
one  who  has  heard  clashing  chords  in  times  of  difficulty 
will  appreciate  that.  But  they  also  soar  beautifully  on 
songs  like  “Quitting  Time”  which  they  dedicated  to 
Jimmy  Carter  when  I  saw  them  on  Election  Night  (  now 
you  can  close  your  office,  put  on  your  coat  and  hat  ). 


Now,  I  don’t  think  that  every  lesbian  performer  must 
say  “the  word”  a  requisite  number  of  times,  like  a 
mantra ,  but  I  do  think  that  the  point  of  coalition¬ 
building  (the  point  of  lesbian  pride!)  is  to  be  open  about 
all  of  one’s  various  affinities  and  causes.  It  goes  ten  steps 
further  than  mere  political  correctness.  Openness,  pride 
and  political-ness  are  essential  ingredients  for  our 
lesbian  culture  in  a  time  of  New  Right  clout,  govern¬ 
mental  hostility  and  growing  harassment  and  repres¬ 
sion.  Yet,  lately,  I  have  heard  very  little  about  these 
subjects  from  most  lesbian  and  feminist  performers.  So, 
I  am  relegated  to  my  old  Phil  Ochs  albums  in  order  to 
gain  some  inspiration  to  continue  with  the  struggle.  We 
need  topical  protest  songs  now,  as  much  as  we  did  in  the 
early  seventies  and  late  sixties. 

Instead,  we  have  Turning  It  Over ,  a  technical  accom¬ 
plishment  —  well  produced,  arranged  and  musically 


The  Roches’  influences  are  not  readily  apparent.  On 
their  first  album,  Seductive  Reasoning  ( 1975)  which  is  a 
re-issue  having  spent  time  in  “music  business  jail”  as  the 
liner  notes  explain,  Paul  Simon  produced  and  plays  on 
one  cut.  His  style  can  be  felt  on  more  than  one  song.  A 
couple  of  the  harmonies  on  that  album  are  reminiscent 
of  early  Simon  and  Garfunkel.  But  with  the  release  of 
their  second  LP,  The  Roches ,  they  had  changed. 
Although  the  lyrics  remained  as  incisive  as  before,  the 
music  developed  into  their  own  unique  style.  Surely, 
too,  along  the  way,  they  learned  from  the  few  women 
before  them  in  the  rock/ pop  field  who  were  recording 
albums  of  their  own  music  like  Carole  King,  Joni 
Mitchell  and  Chris  Williamson.  With  their  most  recent 
album,  Nurds  ( 1980)  (“I’m  so  glad  I  am  one”),  they  have 
expanded  their  repertory  by  recording  an  a  capella  cover 
version  of  the  Cole  Porter  tune  “Bad  for  Me.” 

All  three  albums  are  excellent  and  I  recommend  them 
to  anyone  looking  for  something  different  and  exciting. 
It  may  take  a  few  listenings  to  get  used  to  them,  but 
you’ll  be  glad  you  made  the  effort.  And  if  they’re  ever  in 
town,  go  see  them. 


sound.  It’s  a  tribute  to  Olivia’s  commitment  to  turning 
out  professional  sounding  and  polished  products.  Some 
of  the  best  musicians  appear  —  Mary  Watkins,  Robin 
Flower,  Cris  Williamson  (particularly  good  with  the 
accompanying  vocals)  and  Meg  herself,  who  treats  us  to 
two  superb  guitar  solos. 

It’s  my  guess  that  this  album  is  and  was  very  personally 
important  to  Meg.  Like  much  of  her  music,  it  is  filled 
with  folk  ballads  that  speak  out  directly  about  some 
aspect  of  her  life.  The  title  song,  my  favorite,  is  prefaced 
in  concert  with  Meg’s  statement  that  over  the  course  of  a 
summer,  she  learned  that  other  people  were  perfectly 
capable,  of  handling  their  own  lives  without  her  inter¬ 
ference. 

Trying  to  save  you 
Trying  to  please 
I  nearly  tore  up  your  house 
Looking  for  my  own  keys 

This  testament  to  the  importance  of  mutual  and  self 
respect  is  a  simply  stated  song  about  mental  health.  The 
same  theme  is  explored  differently  in  “Restless,”  a 
modern  version  of  “Homeward  Bound,”  which  laments 
the  life  of  a  traveling  troubadour  (“Wake  up  forgetting 
which  state  I  was  in”)  but  also  includes  a  new  twist.  Meg 
refers  to  a  “borderland”  in  which  she  feels  neither  sick 
nor  well.  On  the  outside,  her  inner  crisis  appears  con¬ 
trolled,  but  she  is  really  on  the  brink.  I  think  many  of  us 
who,  because  of  our  upbringing  or  something  else,  seem 
“together”  and  are  not  known  to  collapse,  have  trouble 
shaking  that  image  when  life  takes  a  downturn. 

The  balance  of  the  album  similarly  explores  very 
personal  issues  —  love,  independence,  and  origins.  In 
“Southern  Home,"  Meg  speaks  for  many  who  grew  up  in 
the  South,  embarrassed  and  ashamed. 

Fleeing  Confederate  closets  of  pain 
Losing  the  accents  we’d  learned  to  disdain 

But  she  reclaims  her  home  realizing  that  the  pain  could 
have  been  found  “anywhere.”  (One  only  need  look  as  far 
south  as  South  Boston  to  find  overt  racism.) 

“Gym  II”  champions  the  cause  of  “muscle 
oppression,”  which  operates  to  keep  girls  and  women 
dainty  instead  of  dangerous.  This  is  the  most  overtly 
political  song  on  the  album.  It  is  a  bouncy  tune,  already 
a  favorite  at  concerts.  After  working  out  at  the  gym  Meg 
declares: 

Now  my  days  feel  brighter,  my  loads  feel  lighter 
And  my  tee  shirts  all  feel  tighter 
I  feel  a  little  safer,  walk  a  little  stronger 

And  so  it  goes. 

I  want  to  be  on  record  as  agreeing  wholeheartedly  that 
the  personal  is  political.  It  is  my  favorite  feminist  saying 
and  is  the  argument  I  try  to  use  when  I  listen  to  Turning 
It  Over.  Meg  and  Holly  Near  were  right,  to  some  extent, 
when  they  said  that  love  ballads  “become  our  political 
songs.”  But  I  also  believe  that  our  cultural  outlets  must 
reflect  the  current  political  situation  and  inspire  us. 

Turning  It  Over  is  an  album  of  the  seventies.  It  stands 
for  the  concept  of  “getting  it  together.”  In  my  harsher 
moments  I’ve  called  it  “me-decade  music.”  And  every 
time  I  did,  I  also  pictured  an  exhausted  Meg  Christian 
strolling  around  the  festival  grounds  at  3  a.m.  support¬ 
ing  the  work  of  her  sisters. 

I  trust  her  to  be  right  along  side  the  rest  of  us  in  the 
eighties.  Perhaps  there  was  a  message  for  us  in  the  song 
“I  Wish  You  Well”: 

An  every  warrior  must  have  a  little  rest 
A  little  peace  so  she  can  do  her  best 


Susan  Fleisclimann 
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Beating  the  Blues 


Wild  Women  Don’t  Get  the  Blues 

by  Ginni  Clemmens,  on  Open  Door  Records 

by  Pam  Chamberlain 

Finally  the  long  time  friends  of  Ginni  Clemmens  have 
an  album  with  high  technical  standards.  What  a  relief, 
especially  since  we  don’t  get  to  hear  her  perform  much 
outside  the  Midwest,  and  we’d  previously  had  to  rely 
on  low-fidelity  recordings.  Wild  Women  Don’t  Get  the 
Blues  is  a  showcase  for  Ginni’s  terrific  voice,  mostly 
classic  Chicago  blues  with  some  hot  backup  work, 
mostly  by  Chicago  musicians. 

It’s  a  challenge  to  find  an  album  of  blues  tunes  with 
lyrics  that  aren’t  blatantly  sexist,  awkwardly  neutered  for 
women’s  audiences,  or  painfully  masochistic.  I  used  to 
love  to  listen  to  Billie  Holliday  until  it  became  clear  that 
despite  that  voice  the  words  were  enough  to  give  me  the 
blues.  Wild  Women  makes  me  feel  better,  no  matter 
what  kind  of  a  mood  I’m  in.  And  that’s  an  accomplish¬ 
ment  right  there,  since  Ginni  includes  two  of  Billie’s 
hits,  “Ain’t  Nobody’s  Business,”  slightly  adapted,  and 
“God  Bless  the  Child.”  This  last  tune  is  returned  to  its 
original  female  child  “that’s  got  her  own,"  the  way  it  was 
before  people  like  Blood  Sweat  and  Tears  got  a  hold  of 
it. 

An  all  blues  format  runs  the  risk  of  sounding  repeti¬ 
tive,  but  there’s  just  about  enough  variety  with  four 
original  tunes  and  some  variation  of  arrangements.  The 
album  is  the  culmination  of  much  of  Ginni’s  work  over 
tine  years.  Her  own  lyrics  reflect  the  range  of  her  experi¬ 


ences  as  a  feminist  therapist,  a  spiritual  seeker  and  a 
woman  who  enjoys  poking  fun  at  herself.  “Solid 
Ground,”  one  of  her  standbys  and  the  inspiration  for 
the  Boston  band  with  the  same  name,  came  out  of  a  Bio- 
energetic  workshop  she  attended.  When  asked  to  hold  a 
painful  body  posture  until  she  trembled,  Ginni  came  to 
realize  her  own  autonomy:  “My  belly  might  be  shaking 
and  my  head  might  be  spinning  around,  but  I  know  I 
got  myself,  I  got  my  feet  on  solid  ground.” 

In  another  original,  “I Just  Can’t  Get  Here  Blues,”  she 
remembers  the  advice  of  Ram  Dass,  Alan  Watts  and 
other  ‘60s  gurus  to  Be  Here  Now,  but  she  confesses  it’s 
easier  said  than  done.  Ginni  weaves  an  involved,  and 
ouch!  familiar,  western-style  rationalization  for  the 
absence  of  Eastern  enlightenment  in  our  too-busy  lives: 
“I  just  can’t  get  here  today,  but  getting  here  is  my  plan!” 

The  political  message  of  the  album  lies  not  in  any 
particular  set  of  lyrics  but  in  an  implicit  statement  about 
the  strength  of  independent  women,  lesbian  and 
straight,  who  are  in  touch  with  their  feelings.  By  pro¬ 
ducing  the  album  Ginni  acknowledges  that  singing  the 
blues  is  different  {torn  getting  the  blues,  something  that 
the  black  women  who  made  the  blues  so  popular  knew 
from  the  start.  Wild  Women  represents  one  way  to  gain 
control  over  our  lives,  a  form  of  reclaiming  power. 

Ginni’s  versatile  voice  and  warm  performing  style  are 
the  products  of  25  years  of  singing,  first  in  the  folk 
circuit  around  Chicago  and  then  as  an  eager  recruit  in 
the  expanding  women’s  music  movement:  For  a  peek  at 


Ginni  in  the  early  ’60s,  check  out  the  photo  on  her  first 
solo  album,  “Sing  a  Rainbow,”  a  children’s  record  on 
Folkways.  Here’s  someone  whose  past  includes  many 
years  of  struggling,  for  a  long  time  in  the  closet,  to 
produce  non-sexist  children’s  music,  to  remain  an 
independent  woman  and  to  make  it  in  the  heterosexual 
night  club  scene.  No  wonder  she  can  sing  the  blues. 

Ginni’s  vocal  variety  emerges  most  clearly  on  Side 
Two.  My  favorite  tune  on  the  album,  “Children’s 
Blues,”  written  by  Ginni’s  friend  and  fellow  performer 
Bonnie  Koloc,  aches  with  the  pain  of  someone  who  can 
belt  out  a  classic  blues  style.  Ginni  can  really  milk  a 
phrase  without  sounding  sappy,  though.  She  slugs  you 
in  the  gut  with  a  reminder  that  young  children  too  often 
blame  themselves  for  bad  home  situations  beyond  their 
control.  Ginni’s  understanding  of  young  people’s 
powerlessness  transformed  my  reaction  to  the  tune  from 
being  depressed  to  feeling  her  compassion.  Kids  can 
see  they  have  a  friend  here;  this  could  be  an  anthem  of 
the  Youth  Liberation  Movement. 

Compare  this  cut  to  “Razor”  where  Ginni’s  sultry 
breathiness  sounds  like  Peggy  Lee,  who  by  the  way,  sang 
“Sing  a  Rainbow”  in  a  B-rate  jazz  film  that  gave  Ginni 
the  title  song  of  that  first  album.  “Razor”  is  a  good 
example  of  what  Ginni  means  by  a  wild  woman: 
independent  and  outspoken  —  “Love  me  like  lam... 
or  Goodbye.” 

This  album  is  much  better  produced  than  any  of  her 
three  previous  products  on  Open  Door  Records,  her  own 
label.  The  backup  musicians  are  great,  and  several  are 
well-known  in  their  own  right.  Besides  Margie  Adams’ 
cookin’  piano  on  “Solid  Ground,”  a  pleasant  surprise, 
Erwin  Heifer,  the  best  interpreter  of  Chicago-style  jazz 
piano,  appears  on  two  cuts.  Women’s  music  fans  will 
recognize  Carolyn  Brandy  from  Alive  on  congas,  and 
Kristen  Lems’  former  bass  player  Tim  Veer  sits  in  on  one 
tune.  But  it’s  the  consistent  work  of  some  very  good 
musicians  who  form  the  core  of  Ginni’s  accompaniment 
that  gives  this  album  its  musical  depth  and  quality.  Hats 
off  especially  to  LindaKanter  on  reeds  andLori  Noellcon 
piano.  And  Ginni  is  no  slouch  on  the  guitar,  either. 

Open  Door  Records  could  really  use  an  imaginative 
graphics  designer  to  help  pull  the  album’s  packaging  up 
to  par  with  the  quality  of  other  women’s  music  on  the 
market.  The  music  deserves  better  promotion.  And  I  bet 
that  the  live  cut  of  “Wild  Women”  has  the  longest  set  of 
unnecessary  self-congratulatory  cheers  of  any  album  to 
date,  far  outstripping  Cris  Williamson’s  chorus  of 
whoops  at  the  end  of  “Song  of  the  Soul.”  Small  time 
criticism  for  a  big  time  record,  though. 

Grab  up  a  copy  and  catch  Ginni  if  she  swings  through 
town  on  one  of  her  rare  tours.  It’ll  beat  the  blues. 


Gay  Moments  in  Straight  Music 


By  Rudy  Grillo 

What  follows  is  the  result  of  serendipity  aided  by 
research  begun  in  1979.  “Gay  Moments  in  Straight 
Music”  started  out  as  a  one  shot,  one  hour  radio  program 
for  the  gay  men’s  department  of  WBAI  in  New  York 
City  —  the  title  sets  the  proper  context.  The  result  was  a 
series  of  five  programs,  totalling  five  and  one  half  hours, 
with  material  left  over.  Moreover,  a  page  in  the  chapters 
of  gathering  gay  history  was  turned. 

Since  the  Stonewall  Riots  in  1969,  gay  writers  have 
busied  themselves  with  reporting  on  the  current  and 
historic  roles  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  in  the  fields  of 
literature,  dance,  painting,  photography,  motion 
pictures,  etc.  However,  relatively  little  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  field  of  music,  particularly  popular 
music. 

While  some  of  the  above  mentioned  are  considered 
among  the  “finer”  art  forms,  popular  music  is  not. 
Popular  music  and  songs  have  to  some  extent  been  vic¬ 
timized  by  snobbery,  possibly  because  of  their  origins, 
limited  scope  and  often,  but  not  always,  feeble  and 
banal  lyrics. 


To  quote  music  historian  Sigmund  Spaeth,  “The  lyric 
voice  of  the  land  captures  the  civilization  of  each  period 
far  more  accurately  than  do  many  of  the  supposedly 
more  important  arts.”  And  some  popular  songs  have 
become  standards /traditional  and  even  enjoyed 
international  popularity.  Songs  and  songwriters  not  only 
capture  the  civilization  of  each  period  in  history,  but 
they  sometimes  influence  the  times.  A  recent  example  is 
the  Beatles. 

Many  pop  song  writers  have  gained  honored  recognit¬ 
ion,  respect,  admiration  and  in  some  cases  wealth. 
Among  those  writer/composers  was  the  great  Stephan 
Foster,  who  is  thought  to  have  been  gay.  He  is  also  re¬ 
cognized  as  the  first  song  writer  to  fuse  the  various 
musical  influences  of  his  time,  resulting  in  the  first  true 
idiomatically  American  songs.  Before  Foster,  American 
popular  music  was  dominated  by  European-born  song¬ 
writers  and  composers.  Unfortunately  for  us,  Foster 
wrote  no  “gay”  songs. 

Walt  Whitman,  a  contemporary  of  Stephen  Foster, 
was  alas  not  a- song  writer.  Some  of  his  works  of 
particular  interest  to  gays  have  been  set  to  music  posthu¬ 
mously. 

Just  as  in  most  other  areas  of  our  “civilization,”  gays 
for  the  most  part  have  seemed  invisible  or  inaudible  in 
popular  song.  While  there  is  no  distinctly  gay  music 
(unless  one  cares  to  debate  the  genesis  of  disco),  various 
forms  of  gay-oriented  songs  do  exist.  They  fall  roughly 
into  these  categories: 

—  Songs  about  gays  and  lesbians,  where  the  lyrics 
refer  implicitly  or  explicitly  to  homosexualists  and  their 
experiences.  For  example,  Rod  Stewart’s  “The  Killing  of 
Georgie,”  a  song  about  the  victim  of  a  "queerbashing.” 

-  Same  gender  vocal  rendition,  where  the  ordinary 
song  becomes  gay  by  virtue  of  the  style  or  nature  of  its 
performance  —  the  recorded  or  live  performance  of  a 
song  retains  its  original  lyrics  with  no  attempt  to  impose 
heterosexist  standards.  The  singer  may  simply  be  a 
“purist”  who  does  not  believe  in  tampering  with  any 
composer’s  work  -  but  the  end  result  is  the  same.  For 
example,  “I’ve  Grown  Accustomed  to  Her  Face,”  record¬ 
ed  by  Marlene  Dietrich  becomes  a  female  to  female  love 
song. 

-  Non-specific  songs,  where  the  lyrics  do  not  clearly 
define  the  gender  or  identity  of  the  song’s  object  of  af¬ 
fection.  For  example,  Frank  Sinatra’s  1966  recording  of 

Strangers  in  the  Night”  was  very  popular  in  gay  bars 
and  baths.  The  lyrics  evoke  a  particular  perception  of 


style  and  behavior  which  is  fairly  common  to  gay  men  — 
they  seem  to  speak  of  gays  while  remaining  universal. 
Ian  Whitcomb,  a  sixties  rock  singer  and  author,  recently 
recorded  a  somewhat  grotesque  gay  s/m  parody  of 
“Strangers  in  the  Night.”) 

The  existence  of  audio  recordings  makes  the  collect¬ 
ion  and  study  of  “gay”  songs  comparatively  easy.  I  have 
no  doubts  that  there  were  “gay”  songs  prior  to  the  in¬ 
vention  of  the  talking  machine,  but  they  are  far  less 
accessible. 

Almost  from  the  beginning  of  the  recording  industry 
in  the  late  nineteenth  century,  record  companies  have 
released  same- gender  vocal  renditions  of  popular  songs 

—  male  to  male  and  much  less  often,  female  to  female 

—  a  phenomenon  which  is  delightful  and  puzzling  at 
the  same  time.  Early  record  producers,  performers,  and 
listeners  obviously  knew  something  about  same  sex  love, 
but  what  were  they  thinking  when,  in  1907,  Billy 
Murray  sang  of  his  pining  for  his  “Honey  Boy,”  a  sailor 
gone  to  sea?  Or  when  another  tenor  recorded,  in  1919,  a 
blues  song  about  his  absent  “Daddy,”  who  was  indeed 
not  his  father  but  clearly  his  lover? 
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The  Liberalisation  of 


‘Women’s 


Music’ 


by  Jana  Runnalls  and  Rosemary  Schonfeld,  of  OVA 

To  begin  with,  we  are  a  London-based  lesbian 
feminist  band:  two  women  with  a  wide  spectrum  of 
styles,  feelings  and  politics  to  express.  We  refuse  to  be 
and  cannot  be  labelled,  and  work  hard  at  developing 
our  differences  and  expressing  them  in  a  constantly 
challenging  attitude  to  music  and  performance,  thereby 
creating  a  "collective”  sound  which  is  a  very  valuable 
exploration  into  ourselves  and  lesbian  politics.  We  see 
music  as  a  source  of  energy  and  healing  for  women,  with 
revolutionary  powers.  It  can  be  used  as  an  effective 
political  force  and  our  approach  is  to  use  it  as  one. 

Music  in  the  western  world  has  been  co-opted  to  a 
point  where  most  people  in  their  lifetimes  never  get  in 
touch  with  their  instinctive  musicality.  We  believe  all 
women  are  natural  musicians,  and  that  one  of  the 
purposes  of  being  a  performer  now  is  to  encourage 
women  to  make  the  connection  between  their  personal/ 
political  lives  and  music.  We  try  to  demystify  the  process 
of  creating  music  to  help  shatter  the  ‘star’  system  which 
functions  1)  to  perpetuate  a  huge  capitalist  industry; 
2)  to  perpetuate  male  defined  standards  and  ideology  in 
and  through  music;  3)  to  create  ‘images’  which  hook 
people  into  buying  records  and  spending  their  money 
on  any  subsequent  fashion;  4)  to  encourage  the  elitist 
fantasy  which  places  the  audience  in  the  role  of  passive 
consumer,  in  the  capitalist  mode.  Music  is  also  a  force  in 
that  it  is  a  powerful  medium  for  influencing  people’s 
minds,  and  in  this  sense  is  often  used  as  a  weapon  by  the 
male-controlled  media  against  women,  through  the 
star-system  and  by  censoring  radical  music  which  cannot 
be  co-opted,  as  was  punk  music.  The  standards  and 
approaches  to  music  in  our  societies  epitomize  the 
decadent  level  through  which  creative  energy  is 
channelled. 

This  article  contains  our  main  criticisms,  positive  and 
negative,  of  our  three  month  tour  of  the  U.S.  last  year. 
We  have  always  been  interested  in  discovering 
differences  and  similarities  in  women’s  music  and 
politics  in  different  countries.  We  have  toured  Germany 
extensively  and  have  written  an  article  for  Troubadoura, 
a  German  music  magazine,  about  our  experiences  there. 
Since  that  article  our  own  politics  have  grown  and 
developed,  and  our  tour  of  the  United  States  offered 
great  contrasts  and  comparisons. 

Despite  the  many  advances  that  have  been  made  in 
the  “Women’s  Music  Industry”  (their  own  definition), 
we  were  often  discouraged  and  shocked  at  the 


liberalisation  that  has  taken  place  in  what  is  known  as 
‘women’s  music’  there.  The  label  ‘Women’s  Music  has 
never  had  a  rigid  definition,  but  what  has  now  come  to 
be  representative  of  that  label  often  has  very  little  to  do 
with  feminism  or  the  women’s  movement.  One  best 
selling  lesbian  recording  artist  defines  herself  as  a 
humanist  as  opposed  to  a  feminist;  another  band  on  a 
women’s  label  sings  about  “brothers  and  sisters”  to 
mixed  audiences;  we  were  advised  by  one  very  well- 


intentioned  and  supportive  label  not  to  record  angry 
songs  because  in  their  own  words,  “anger  doesn’t  sell 
over  here”;  at  one  ‘especially  for  women’  concert  we 
played  in  a  major  U.S.  city  women  were  shocked  when 
we  asked  a  disruptive  man  in  the  front  row  to  move  to 
the  back,  and  when  he  subsequently  left,  the  producer’s 
helpers  were  so  upset  for  him  they  gave  him  two  free 
tickets  to  the  next  ‘women’s  music’  production.  Had  this 
last  incident  occurred  in  Europe  we  would  have  received 
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The  period  between  1900  and  1940  is  rich  with  such 
recordings,  peaking  roughly  in  1929.  That  year  brought 
the  Great  Depression  and  repression  of  the  1930s.  In  that 
same  year  young  Bing  Crosby  recorded  “Gay  Love”  — 
the  gender  of  the  object  of  the  special  “kind  of  love” 
which  Bing  “adores”  is  not  specified. 

Crosby  did  male  to  male  vocals  in  the  30s  on  “There 
Ain’t  No  Sweet  Man  (Worth  the  Salt  of  My  Tears)”  and 
“I  Like  to  Do  Things  For  You,”  with  theRhythmBoys 
singing  back  up  on  the  latter.  When  asked  why  he 
removed  “I  Surrender  Dear,”  one  of  his  greatest  hits, 
from  his  repertoire  in  the  1970s  he  replied  something  to 
the  effect  that  “Some  words  and  phrases  have  taken  on  a 
new  meaning.”  But  have  they  really?  The  word  “gay” 
was  in  currency  at  least  in  the  late  twenties,  and  probab¬ 
ly  earlier  in  some  circles. 

In  the  decade  after  World  War  I,  when  the  dough¬ 
boys  had  seen  (and  had)  “Paree,”  the  United  States 
underwent  a  social  and  sexual  revolution;  that  decade 
was  marked  by  prohibition,  women’s  suffrage,  jazz, 
speakeasies,  radio,  and  the  first  documented  stirrings  of 
an  American  gay  movement.  There  was  a  general 
flouting  of  the  customary  and  traditional  functions  and 
behaviors  of  men  and  women  —  women  wore 
“mannish"  haircuts,  men  wore  cologne,  gays  wore  red 
and  lavender  cologne,  and  everyone  knew  a  “pansy”  was 
more  than  a  flower. 

A  good  example  and  reflection  of  those  times  can  be 
found  in  “Masculine  Women,  Feminine  Men,”  a  song 
recorded  in  1926  with  campy-swishy  inflections.  It 
relates  the  growing  ambiguity  of  male  and  female  attire 
and  demeanor,  reporting  the  difficulty  in  telling  “which 
was  the  rooster,  which  was  the  hen.”  Many  popular 
tunes  were  given  male  to  male  vocal  treatment  by 
famous  singers,  among  them,  “Am  I  Blue,”  “Can’t  Help 
Lovin’  Dat  Man,”  and  “Can’t  We  Be  Friends?” 

In  1928,  black  lesbian  blues  singer  Ma  Rainey  record¬ 
ed  “Prove  It  On  Me,”  a  song  which  dealt  openly  with  les¬ 
bianism.  Other  recordings  with  gay  themes  or  references 
can  be  found  in  recordings  by  and  for  the  black  market 
of  the  early  years  of  recording.  Some  of  the  “female” 
vocals  on  these  recordings  were  actually  men. 

Female  to  female  vocals  are  comparatively  rare.  The 
Boswell  Sister’s  jazzy  and  sweet  “When  I  Take  My  Sugar 
to  Tea,”  and  Ruth  Etting’s  “It  All  Belongs  to  Me”  were 
recorded  in  1928.  Eleanor  Powell  performs  a  drag  song 
I  and  tap  dance  number  called  “Gotta  Bran’  New  Suit”  on 
a  1935  recording.  Marlene  Dietrich’s  “My  Blue  Heaven” 

1  wherein  resides  “just  Molly  and  me”  and  her  recent 
recording  of  “Just  a  Gigolo”  defy  categorization. 

Nailing  down  a  date  when  the  word  “gay”  was  first 
used  to  mean  homosexual  in  a  song  is  difficult,  because 
a  lot  of  recordings  use  the  word  in  a  deliberately  am¬ 


biguous  way. 

There  is,  however,  a  rarely  performed  song  written  by 
Noel  Coward  for  Bittersweet,  1928.  In  the  song  “Green 
Carnation,”  Oscar  Wilde  and  his  coterie  of  fops  are 
“blamed”  for  the  “nineties  being  gay.” 

In  1938,  Disney  Studios  won  an  Academy  Award  for 
an  animated  short  called  “Ferdinand  the  Bull,”  a  tale 
about  a  young  bull  who  preferred  dancing  the  fandan¬ 
go,  gazing  at  butterflies  and  sniffing  flowers  to  fighting 
matadors.  The  hip  heifers  called  him  “amigo,”  and  the 
message  was  clear  that  Ferdinand  was  a  sissy  (or  a  hippie 
bull  ahead  of  his  time).  Dick  Robertson  recorded  the 
song  “Ferdinand  the  Bull,”  with  a  swishy  vocal  style  that 
was  heavy  on  stereotype  and  supposedly  directed  toward 
children,  as  was  in  the  film. 

Cole  Porter  used  the  assumed  contradiction  of  a  gay 
bull  in  his  1941  Broadway  production  of  Let's  Face  It. 
The  musical  was  intended  to  but  funny,  but  inoffensive, 
and  for  the  first  known  time,  the  word  “gay”  was  used  in 
a  song  to  mean  homosexual.  The  song  was  entitled 
“Farming,”  which  explained  why  George  Raft’s  cow  is 
not  calfing  -  the  bull  is  “beautiful,  but  he’s  gay.”  The 
word  “gay”  is  sprinkled  throughout  the  song,  demon¬ 
strating  witty  and  daring  (for  its  day)  social  commentary. 

Cole  Porter’s  songs  were  gay,  even  if  he  was  not;  they 
convey  a  particular  outlook  and  sensitivity,  which  was 


gay  indeed.  He  made  references  to  gays  and  lt:bians  in 

several  songs  —  “I’m  a  Gigolo”  is  about  an  aging  gay 
gigolo,  “I’m  Unlucky  at  Gambling”  is  about  a  lady  who 
discovers  her  adored  croupier  is  gay,  “Can-Can” 
mentions  lesbians  in  passing.  Sometimes  the  sly,  gay 
message  came  via  the  performance,  as  in  “Abracadabra” 
on  the  original  Broadway  cast  album  of  Mexican  Haynde 
or  “Tim,  Dick,  or  Harry”  as  sung  by  the  male  chorus  on 
the  original  cast  album  of  Kiss  Me  Kate,  1948  (the  last 
line  of  which  is  “I  luva  Dick”).  Porter  was  often  criticized 
or  censored  for  lyrics  and  subject  matter  that  some 
people  found  offensive. 

Cole  Porter  and  Noel  Coward  (or  Noely  and  Coley,  as 
they  were  often  called)  were  friends  and  tilled  similar 
musical  fields;  Porter’s  playful  wit  played  off  of 
Coward’s  slightly  bitter  cynicism.  Coward’s  “I’ve  Been  to 
a  Marvelous  Party”  is  an  account  of  a  somewhat  decadent 
(gay?)  party  for  the  upper  class.  Coward’s  elegant  am¬ 
biguity  stood  in  marked  contrast  to  Porter’s  elegant 


pranks. 


The  crop  of  “gay”  songs  and  recordings  is  smaller 
during  the  1940s,  possibly  because  of  the  various  stresses 
of  war  and  the  new  emphasis  on  traditional  masculinity. 
“My  Buddy,”  a  tender  love  song  about  parted  comrades, 
was  written  in  1920,  but  gained  a  new  popularity  during 
World  War  II.  While  the  word  “buddy”  is  sometimes 

applied  to  a  woman,  it  derives  from  the  word  brother  — 
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unconditional  support  for  such  an  action  and  women 
would  have  been  shocked  that  there  was  a  man  in  the 
front  row  to  begin  with.  Apart  from  a  few  exceptions, 
women  performers  refuse  to  do  women  only  concerts 
anymore,  and  producers  refuse  to  produce  women  only 
events. 

We  found  a  lot  of  paradoxes  in  the  States.  The 
country  is  a  cosmopolitan  culture,  and  yet  women’s 
awareness  of  life  outside  their  own  culture  is  often 
underdeveloped,  largely  because  of  the  U.S.  media 
network,  unless  they  have  travelled  outside  of  the  States. 
Women  in  the  States  were  the  first  to  create  women  only 
cultural  events,  women  only  run  recording  labels,  and 
the  first  to  increase  their  knowledge  of  sound  tech¬ 
nology,  yet  there  is  now  pressure  to  win  male  approval 
and  compete  with  the  mainstream  music  industry.  Over 
the  vast  area  of  the  States  they  have  managed  to  co¬ 
ordinate  cohesive  structures  nationwide  which  function 
efficiently,  in  an  economic  situation  which  has  been, 
until  Reagan,  more  sympathetic  and  conducive  to  the 
development  of  women’s  culture  than  most  countries  in 
Europe.  Yet  a  large  part  of  this  network  was  closed  to  us, 
in  contrast  to  the  fact  that  the  amerikan  women 
performers  are  anxious  to  and  able  to  tour  Europe. 

Despite  the  vast  network  of  resources,  the  U.S. 
women’s  music  scene  is  very  competitive.  Whereas  in 
Europe  women’s  festivals  aim  at  including  a  variety  of 
well-known  and  unknown  performers  in  a  range  of 
media  including  the  avant-garde,  festivals  in  the  U.S. 
are  only  interested  in  who  is  already  known,  partly  be¬ 
cause  there  is  a  tendency  amongst  amerikan  women’s 
audiences  to  hear  only  what  is  already  established.  This 
presents  another  paradox:  the  variety  of  women’s  music 
in  the  U.S.  is  inspiring,  including  jazz,  funk,  latin,  folk, 
and  popular,  yet  there  is  very  little  encouragement  for 
developing  new  styles. 

What  we  found  most  alarming  and  dangerous  was  the 
direction  towards  seeking  male  approval.  The 


“Women’s  Music  Industry”  is  in  perpetual  financial  dif¬ 
ficulty.  Under  the  labels  of  ‘crossover’  and  ‘outreach’ 
there  is  pressure  to  win  male  approval  in  order  to  finan¬ 
cially  survive.  When  we  attempted  to  discuss  this  new 
direction  with  women  involved,  we  received  a  rather 
patronising  metaphorical  pat  on  the  head  with  the 
words  to  the  effect  of  “we  used  to  think  like  you,  but  you 
will  eventually  see  things  our  way.”  What  we  do  see  is  a 
co-option  of  women’s  energy  —  a  very  subtle  co-option, 
for  because  of  U.S.  governmental  approval  of  advances 
for  women  over  the  last  ten  years  in  areas  such  as 
employment,  skill  training,  earning  power,  and  various 
legal  reforms,  women  tend  to  see  feminism  now  as  a  way 
of  operating  within  the  capitalist  system  rather  than  as  a 
threat  to  it.  This  is  reflected  through  the  music  coming 
out  of  the  country.  There  is  less  and  less  political 
content.  There  is  more  pressure  to  conform  to  estab¬ 
lished  male  standards  in  music  without  the  interest  in 
creating  something  new  and  better.  Those  women  who 
do  combine  politics  with  music  and  who  are  interested 
in  creating  new  forms  of  music  and  ways  of  working 
often  have  great  problems  with  record  sales  and  getting 
bookings. 

We  were  a  threat,  in  some  ways,  to  the  established 
music  circuit  in  the  U.S.  We  don’t  understand  this  blind 
acceptance  of  the  ‘star’  system,  perpetuating  a  patri¬ 
archal/  capitalist  myth  of  needing  to  ‘make  it’  and  have  a 
slick  professional  image  to  sell.  The  concept  of  stars 
inherently  contradicts  any  concept  of  feminism.  What  is 
a  lesbian  and/or  feminist  performer?  —  a  personal¬ 
isation  of  an  image  or  an  image  of  a  ‘real’  live 
lesbian /feminist?  We  see  no  need  to  conform  to  a  com¬ 
mercial  image  that  would  restrict  or  damage  our  real 
creative  energy.  One  review  in  a  local  Boston  women’s 
newspaper  said  we  had  the  subtlety  of  a  sledgehammer 
because  of  our  song  “One  Day  I’m  Gonna  Kill  a  Man  in 
Self-Defense”  (which  is  now  sometimes  used  on  Reclaim 
the  Night  marches)  and  that  we  were  reminiscent  of 
early  feminist  music.  We  hope  never  to  lose  that  flavour 


of  our  music,  and  certainly  never  to  water  down  our 
politics  for  the  sake  of  ‘crossover’  or  ‘outreach.’  Since 
when  has  rape  become  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  isn’t  that 
judgement  a  middle-class  negation  of  day-to-day 
struggles  women  still  face?  Isn’t  music  an  expression  of 
many  emotions?  It  would  be  a  political  and  musical  step 
backward  to  withhold  our  feelings,  anger  or  otherwise 
—  and  a  trap:  co-option  is  divisive.  It  divides  our  energy 
from  each  other,  our  power  to  change,  our  visions  and 
our  sacred  fury. 

We  must  emphasize  as  well  that  it  is  U.S.  women’s 
energy  that  enabled  us  to  tour  there.  A  friend  of  ours, 
Susan  Allee,  invested  her  own  personal  money  and  was 
able  to  use  the  contact  addresses  and  office  facilities  of  a 
national  tour  organizing  business,  Roadwork,  to  whom 
we  paid  a  fee.  Another  friend,  Hollis  Fay,  lent  us  money 
and  donated  approximately  four  months  of  her  time  to 
organizing  concerts  on  the  West  Coast,  getting  our 
transport  together  for  the  whole  tour  and  travelling  with 
us.  Approximately  a  dozen  women’s  production  com¬ 
panies  opened  up  to  producing  us,  despite  never  having 
heard  of  us  before,  in  the  interest  of  exposing  amerikan 
women  to  women’s  culture  from  other  countries.  Our 
first  concert  was  at  the  Michigan  Womyn’s  Music  Festival 
and  the  audience  was  very  responsive  and  encouraging. 
Women  have  been  working  for  seven  years  on  creating  a 
women’s  music  network  —  a  process  from  which  women 
in  other  countries  can  learn,  either  by  avoiding  their 
mistakes  or  by  echoing  their  precedents. 

To  summarize,  we  must  point  out  that  all  the  issues 
raised  in  this  article  should  be  discussed  much  more  in  . 
depth,  and  that  it  is  important  to  keep  going  a  dialogue 
between  the  States  and  other  countries.  There  are 
women  there  who  are  interested  in  cultural  exchange  of 
ideas  and  information  and  who  are  aware  of  the  dangers 
of  their  own  insularity.  We  try  to  keep  such  dialogues 
going  with  any  country  where  we  play.  We  tour  because 
we  believe  in  the  importance  of  a  vision  of  an  inter¬ 
national  women’s  music  movement. 
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and  this  song  has  rarely  been  sung  by  a  woman. 

“He  Wears  a  Pair  of  Silver  Wings”  poses  a  mystery  for 
the  historian  of  popular  music  —  it  was  recorded  by  the 
Kay  Kyser  band  in  1941  and  released  as  a  single  in  the 
same  year  and  later  in  1972  as  part  of  an  LP  collection  of 
“oldies.”  The  music  is  note  for  note  identical,  and  the 
vocals  are  provided  by  Harry  Babbit  in  both  cases.  The 
lyrics,  however,  are  somewhat  changed  —  in  the  version 
released  in  1941,  Babbit  sings  of  women’s  love  and 
patriotic  pride  for  an  Air  Force  Pilot  (male),  but  the 
version  released  in  1972  tells  of  the  singer’s  own  love  for 
the  same  pilot.  Very  likely  there  were  two  takes  at  the 
original  recording  session,  but  Columbia  decided  to  use 
the  “straight”  version  in  1941  because  there  were  already 
enough  rumors  about  the  “flyboys”  and  all  that  “wild 
blue  yonder.”  Despite  the  obvious  existence  of  these  two 
different  takes,  Columbia  lists  only  one  serial  number 
for  the  song.  An  unknown  gay  someone  must  have 
slipped  the  gay  version  into  the  LP  collection  released  in 
1972. 

Much  of  gay  history  over  the  years  and  centuries  has 
been  written  between  the  lines.  Few  openly  gay  public¬ 
ations  existed  before  the  1970’s  and  the  grapevine  was 
“juicy"  indeed.  Jargon,  gestures,  oft-changing 
codewords,  dress,  color,  and  other  devices  have  always 
been  employed  by  gays  and  lesbians  in  order  to  make 
their  presence  known  to  their  kin.  Some  of  these  devices 
appear  in  songs,  but  it  is  often  difficult  to  separate 
appearances  from  intent.  That  gays  and  lesbians  are  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  some  songs  is  easily  demonstrated.  We  can 
speculate  on  the  less  explicit  songs  based  on  historical 
inference.  The  rest  we  can  enjoy  or  reject  on  sheer  face 
value. 

“The  Ballad  of  the  Sad  Young  Men”  emerged  from  a 
deservedly  forgotten  1959  Broadway  musical  entitled 
The  Nervous  Set,  which  is  related  to  the  concurrent  quip 
“He  isn't  gay,  he’s  just  a  little  nervous.”  The  song  gained 
some  popularity  in  spite  of  its  dreary  portrayal  of  gay 
men  in  bars  —  after  all,  it  was  about  us  for  a  change.  The 
song  promoted  the  accepted  view  of  gay  men  (and  “fag 
hags”)  as  the  sad,  remorseful,  hopeless  victims  of  fate. 
Between  the  lines  of  this  song  was  the  message  that  in 
addition  to  being  sinful  and  criminal,  to  be  gay  was  to 
be  sick. 

There  was  an  undercurrent  of  strong,  though  contain¬ 
ed,  gay  energy  in  all  the  arts  of  the  1950s.  In  the  1975 
film  Jailhouse  Rock,  Elvis  Presley  sings  the  title  song 


about  a  party  in  a  cell  block.  The  lyrics  discuss  dancing 
and  rocking,  a  word  which  has  long  had  sexual 
overtones.  The  song  goes  further  to  say  that  Number  47 
finds  Number  3  to  be  the  “cutest  little  jailbird”  he  has 
ever  seen,  and  invites  him  to  dance  because  he  sure 
would  like  being  “pumped”  by  him.  “Slide  trombone” 
is  used  in  this  song  like  a  metaphor.  Although  homosex¬ 
uality  was  a  taboo  subject  for  polite  society,  this  film  was 
about  outlaws  anyway  —  what  harm  was  there  in  linking 
faggoty,  outlaws,  and  rock  and  roll,  the  ultimate  in 
decadent  expression. 

In  musical  theater,  Leonard  Bernstein  and  company 
gave  us  three  pieces  which  fit  easily  into  a  collection  of 
“gay  songs  —  the  somewhat  vague  “Christopher  Street” 
from  Wonderful  Town,  the  brilliantly  campy  “Glitter 
and  Be  Gay”  from  Candide,  and  the  wistful  and  moving 
“Somewhere  Ballet”  from  West  Side  Story. 

In  1959,  Johnny  Mathis  recorded  a  male-to-male  love 
song,  “The  Best  of  Everything,”  in  the  film  by  the  same 
name.  His  “All  The  Sad  Young  Men”  seemed  to  take  its 
inspiration  from  the  earlier  “Ballad  of  the  Sad  Young 
Men.”  It  implies  a  similar  rheme,  with  less  patronizing 
pity  and  a  held  note  on  the  word  “gay:” 

The  timing  of  Mathis’s  recording  of  “A  Time  for  Us,” 
a  song  about  forbidden  love,  using  Nio  Rota’s  theme 
from  the  film  Romeo  and  Juliet,  is  remarkable  —  re¬ 
leased  early  in  June  1969;  the  Stonewall  Riots  began  on 
June  27.  Another  spinoff  from  the  Romeo  and  Juliet 
story  of  “forbidden  love”  is  Bernstein’s  “Somewhere 
Ballet,”  and  if  you  doubt  the  power  of  songs  ostensibly 
told  about  heterosexuals,  try  listening  to  these  two  back 
to  back. 

The  mid-sixties  brought  Donovan  and  his  “To  Try  for 
the  Sun,”  an  ambiguous  folk  song  about  two  teenage 
boys  doing  something  unmentioned,  but  socially  un¬ 
acceptable,  in  their  tender,  poetic  relationship.  Rod 
McKuen  sang  of  “The  Beautiful  Strangers”  in  his  room 
as  if  to  echo  “Strangers  in  the  Night”  of  the  previous  year 
(1966).  Both  McKuen  and  Donovan  wrote  their  own 
songs  and  seemed  to  be  drawing  on  their  own  experi¬ 
ences. 


“Greensleeves,”  attributed  to  Henry  the  Eight, 
regained  popularity  in  the  60s,  particularly  in  Anne 
Shelton’s  unusually  beautiful  lyrics  sung  female  to 
female. 

In  the  seventies,  a  parade  of  songs  titled  mostly  with 
male  names  were  released  —  Cat  Stevens’  “Randy,” 
Elton  John’s  older  friend  “Daniel,”  Rod  Stewart’s  tragic 
“The  Killing  of  Georgie,”  Michael  Jackson’s  inadvertant 
“Ben”  (which  was  actually  a  rat),  Don  McLean’s 
“Vincent,”  Paul  Simon’s  “Me  and  Julio  Down  by  the 
Schoolyard”  doing  the  unmentionable,  Craig  Russell’s 
s/m  version  of  “Frankie  and  Johnny,”  Patti  Smith’s  tale 
of  “Making  It”  with  “Gloria,”  The  Kinks’  tale  of  a  guy 
named  “Lola,”  and  Tom  Paton’s  “Anita  O.J.” 

This  list  is  by  no  means  complete,  nor  is  the  analysis 
all  that  the  subject  deserves  —  that  requires  the  longer 
work  that  is  now  in  progress.  A  fuller  examination  of  the 
many  “gay”  songs  —  their  sound  and  lyrics  —  will 
increase  our  appreciation  for  the  implicit  impact  that 
lesbians  and  gays  have  had  on  the  popular  music  of  our 
times. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  readers  could  begin  their  own 
collections  of  “gay”  music  by  simply  looking  through 
their  record  stacks  and  listening  with  a  “gay  ear.”  For 
example,  of  you  are  a  Judy  Garland  fan  and  collector,  try 
listening  to  “Everybody  Sing”  from  1937  or  “This  Heart 
of  Mine”  from  1945.  Does  the  word  “gay”  have  a  double 
meaning?  Could  be!  We  may  never  know  the  truth 
about  the  song,  but  we  do  know  aboutjudy,  and  in  spite 
of  the  absence  of  scholarly  proof,  they  are  fun  to  listen 
to.  Perception  is  a  part  of  reality  as  intent. 

For  too  long,  our  existence  and  contributions  have 
been  denied  and  obscured  —  often  by  ourselves.  From 
Orpheus  to  Peter  Allen,  from  Sappho  to  Meg  Christian, 
we  have  been  writing,  composing,  and  singing.  Gay 
echoes  can  be  heard  in  cowboy  songs,  love  songs, 
comedy,  rock,  folk,  jazz,  and  opera.  It  is  as  important  to 
look  back  as  it  is  to  look  forward  —  gather  up  the 
fragments  and  faint  shadows  of  our  musical  history  and 
sing  out! 

©  1981,  Rudy  Grillo 
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Germany:  Gettin’  Women’s  Music  Out 


by  Matda  Tilchen 

American  women’s  music  is  popular  in  several 
European  countries.  In  Germany,  records  are  dis¬ 
tributed  by  Susanne  Aeckerle  and  Agnes  Lewe,  through 
their  company,  Troubadisc.  Susanne  and  Agnes  also 
publish  a  women’s  music  magazine  called  Troubadora.  I 
spoke  with  the  two  women  in  August,  when  they 
stopped  in  Boston  on  their  way  to  the  Michigan 
Women’s  Music  Festival. 

The  Troubadisc  record  distribution  company  is  now 
two  years  old.  It  distributes  about  280  to  1000  records  a 
month,  with  the  busiest  months  being  right  before  the 
holiday  season.  The  sale  of  American  records  is  quite  im¬ 
pressive;  most  Germans  speak  some  English,  particularly 
the  middle  class  from  which  most  lesbian  feminists 
come.  Often,  German  customers  do  their  own  trans¬ 
lations  into  German  from  the  lyric  sheets  provided  with 
the  records. 

For  several  years,  the  most  popular  American 
women’s  record  in  Germany  has  been  Lavender  Jane 
Loves  Women ,  the  first  album  by  Alix  Dobkin  and  Kay 
Gardner.  “It  is  a  very  political  album,  and  the  women  in 
Germany  go  for  political  stuff  more  than  danceable 
women’s  music.”  Also  popular  is  Cris  Williamson’s 
Changer  and  the  Changed  and  Kay  Gardner’s  Moon- 
circles.  Surprisingly,  Holly  Near  is  not  as  popular  in 
Germany  as  the  U.S.  “Her  three  old  albums  were  distri¬ 
buted  by  a  leftist  publishing  house/record  distributor. 
A  lot  of  women  had  them,  but  didn’t  like  the  context, 
because  the  women  had  come  from  a  leftist  background 
but  now  that  they  were  feminist  they  didn’t  want  to  talk 
about  leftist  things  anymore.  It  is  sort  of  like  ‘that  was  it, 
we  had  it,  and  Holly  Near,  she  belongs  to  the  Left.’ 
However,  listening  to  Fire  in  the  Rain  lets  me  listen  to 
her  older  albums  in  a  different  way..  I  think  Holly  may 
catch  on  with  Fire ,  although  Imagine  My  Surprise ,  her 
first  lesbian  album,  didn’t  do  it.” 

Music  being  made  by  women  in  Germany  tends  to  be 
New  Wave,  highly  influenced  by  English  bands.  “There 


is  a  demand  for  women’s  music  in  Germany,  but  I  don’t 
know  how  much  of  that  demand  is  for  American  music. 
All  over  Europe  there’s  a  demand  for  our  own  music. 
Many  feminist  ideas  did  come  from  America,  where 
things  started  first.  Books  like  those  by  Kate  Millett  and 
Sisterhood is  influenced  us.  But  now  there’s  an 

interest  in  finding  our  own  ideas  and  needs.  What 
might  our  culture  be?  With  our  language,  our  demands, 
that  speak  directly  to  us?” 

A  first  international  women’s  rock  festival  was  held  in 
Berlin  recently.  Of  the  fifteen  or  so  bands,  at  least  six 
were  mixed,  men  and  women,  and  only  one  or  two  were 
explicitly  feminist.  Other  bands  were  interested  in 
playing  rock  music  or  playing  with  women,  but  not  in 
feminist  politics.  “Some  bands  were  sexual  on  stage  in  a 
way  that  speaks  to  men.  It  would  be  hard  not  to  do  this 
unless  it  were  a  woman-only  audience.  What  I  saw  was 
women-identified  women,  singing  new  wave  and  punk, 
but  I  felt  it  was  against  women.  Why  should  I  tolerate  it 
or  like  it?  Sometimes  the  lyrics  were  ok,  but  they  didn’t 
come  across  that  way  when  they  were  performed.  I  don’t 
like  New  Wave,  it’s  not  musical  and  the  lyrics  are 
boring.”  Susanne  and  Agnes  say  that  older  feminists  like 
themselves  are  remaining  loyal  to  American  women’s 
music  styles,  while  younger  women  are  more  into  New 
Wave.  “Younger  women  don’t  like  American  women’s 
music  because  they  say  it  is  too  folky,  too  sweet.” 

Right  now  the  German  women’s  bands  which  have 
made  records,  The  Flying  Lesbians  and  Witch  is  Witch, 
are  defunct.  No  current  band  has  a  record  out.  Because 
of  exclusive  distribution  contracts,  Troubadisc  cannot 
distribute  women’s  bands  recorded  on  punk /new  wave 
labels.  Some  of  the  current  women’s  bands  in  Germany 
are  Bitch  Band #7 ,  which  was  the  open  dyke  band  at  the 
international  women’s  rock  festival,  and  Imogen 
Schrank ,  a  punk  band  whose  name  is  basically  absurd 
and  untranslatable,  but  means,  vaguely,  Imogene 
Closet.  Another  group  is  called  Nichts  Geht  Nehr , 
which  is  an  expression  used  in  roulette  when  bettors  are 


commanded  to  lay  their  money  down. 

Susanne  and  Agnes  also  publish  a  quarterly  women 
music  magazine,  Troubadora ,  which  has  had  12  issue? 
It  resembles  the  American  women’s  music  magazine 
Paid  My  Dues.  “With  Troubadora,  we  have  tried  t 
make  connections  between  women  involved  in  makin 
music  in  Germany.  But  it  hasn’t  done  as  well  as  we  ha< 
hoped.  We  wanted  to  be  a  newsletter  to  shar 
information,  but  we  are  not  getting  much  response. 
They  print  one  thousand  copies  of  each  issue,  and  hav 
readers  in  Germany,  Switzerland,  Austria,  Holland,  an< 
Denmark.  Unfortunately,  Denmark,  which  is  anothe 
strong  center  of  European  women’s  music,  has  fe\ 
German  speaking  people.  There  are  plans  for  a  women’ 
music  magazine  in  Holland.  Of  the  150  records  tha 
Troubadisc,  distributes,  about  twenty-five  are  German 
twenty  from  other  European  countries,  and  the  rest  ar 
American,  including  American  jazz  women’s  records. 

Two  American  performers  have  toured  Europe,  Ali 
Dobkin  and  Meg  Christian.  But  women’s  concerts  ar 
rare  events.  “We’re  happy  to  have  two  concerts  and  om 
dance  a  year  in  Munich,  and  less  in  smaller  cities. 

“We’d  like  Americans  who  perform  in  Europe  t< 
think  about  the  Continent  as  another  culture.  Europe  i 
not  one  big  space,  it  is  many  cultures.  Every  state  it 
Europe  is  different.  There  are  differences  in  the  women’ 
movements.” 

Despite  their  personal  feelings  about  punk  and  Net 
Wave  music,  Susanne  and  Agnes  admit  that  “Net 
Wave  music  may  be  the  start  of  our  own  women’s  music 
It’s  local,  and  it’s  high  time  for  it.” 

The  women  of  Troubadisc  can  be  contacted  at; 
Frauenmusikvertrieb 
GmbH 
Arcisstr.  62 
D-8000  Munchen  40 
West  Germany 
Telephone  089/271  3230 


Sharing  Herself 


By  Rebecca  Lillian  &  Amy  Horowitz 

Anne  Caputi  does  mention  the 
■word  “Lesbian”  well  over  three 
times  in  her  concerts.  But  more 
important  than  this  is  the  way  she 
says  and  sings  “Lesbian”:  with  joy, 
with  strength,  and  with  immense 
love  for  wimmin. 

Anne  projects  her  voice,  her 
ideas,  and  her  spirit  into  the  songs 
she  sings.  Whether  singing  her  own 
inspiring  Lesbian  lyrics  or  the  work 
of  other  people,  in  her  “perform¬ 
ance”  she  creates  a  circle  that  in¬ 
cludes  herself  and  her  audience. 
And  Anne  shares  herself ,  as  well  as 
her  music,  within  this  circle.  She 
speaks  of  who  and  what  are  precious 
to  her:  her  friends,  her  spirituality, 
her  playfulness  and  her  Coming 
Out  (which,  she  reminds  us,  is  a 
continuous  process). 

Her  own  lyrics,  sometimes  light 
and  witty  (“ .  .  .  can’t  imagine  being 
heterosexual,  maybe  someday  when 


the  moon  is  blue”)  and  sometimes 
deeply  moving  (“They  burned  us  as 
witches  and  we’re  still  aflame”) 
always  touch  us  as  Lesbians. 
“Wimmin,  you  are  what  my  life  is 
about,”  she  sings,  accompanying 
her  words  with  her  own  melodies  — 
blends  of  folk,  jazz,  and  blues.  And 
her  instrumental,  “Ode  to  Cre¬ 
ativity  (or  Whatever  Strikes  at  the 
Moment),”  shows  that  she  is  also  an 
expressive  guitarist,  able  to  convey 
her  sensitivity  with  her  music  alone. 

In  concert,  Anne’s  courage 
deepens  her  sensitivity.  Her  pre¬ 
sence  is  authentic,  not  staged  —  she 
is  brave  enough  to  sing  her  un¬ 
finished  songs  because  she  likes 
them;  and  to  not  apologize  for 
being  nervous  at  her  Boston  debut. 
She  combines  thi§  sensitivity  and 
courage,  and  her  love,  in  the  a  ca- 
pella  “Song  to  the  Straight  World,” 
which  is  compelling  in  its  strength 
and  simplicity:  “This  is  my  song  to 


the  straight  world ...  I  offer  it  lov¬ 
ingly  ...  I  am  a  Lesbian ...  I  am 
strong.  .  .and  I  love,  and  I  love.” 

Along  with  her  own  work,  Anne 
does  unique  versions  of  songs  by 
artists  ranging  from  Margie  Adam 
to  Stevie  Wonder  to  radical  faeries 
like  Charlie  Murphy.  Her  rendition 
of  Charlie’s  “Burning  Times,”  a 
song  which  portrays  how  Christian 
hierarchies  have  attempted  to  de¬ 
stroy  all  witches,  pays  tribute  to  the 
living  power  of  wimmin,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  powerful  moments  of 
Anne’s  concerts.  Her  own  energy  in 
singing  “Burning  Times”  pours  out 
into  the  rest  of  the  circle,  and  we 
respond  by  adding  our  impromptu 
percussion  accompaniment. 

You  can  experienced  Anne  Ca- 
puti’s  refreshing  new  additions  to 
wimmin’s  music  at  her  upcoming 
concerts  at  Hampshire  College  in 
Amherst  and  at  the  Oasis.  Her 
music  “changes  our  lives  and 
touches  our  souls.” 


Women’s  Music  Calendar 


Reviewed  by  Maida  Tilchen 

The  1982  edition  of  the  Women’s 
Music  Calendar  has  so  many 
changes,  many  of  them  in  response 
to  feedback  from  reviewers  and  dis¬ 
tributors,  that  GCN  felt  a  new  re¬ 
view  of  the  calendar  was  merited. 
While  last  year’s  calendar  was  criti¬ 
cized  for  focussing  on  the  popular 
stars  of  women’s  music,  the  new 
edition  has  successfully  balanced 
women  from  many  musical  styles, 
and  of  a  variety  of  ages,  races,  and 
familiarity. 

New  faces  in  the  calendar  include 
Melba  Liston,  a  black  trombone 
player  who  was  virtually  the  only 
woman  instrumentalist  to  play  in 
the  Big  Bands  of  the  ’40s.  The 
growing  European  women’s  music 
scene  is  represented  by  a  photo  of 
the  British  duo  “OVA,".  J.T.  Tho¬ 
mas,  best  known  as  Holly  Near’s 
accompanist,  is  featured  for  her 
work  in  Broadway  musical  theatre. 
From  mainstream  music  are  the 
Roches  and  Bonnie  Raitt.  Raitt,  one 
of  the  few  women  to  achieve  recog¬ 
nition  in  the  world  of  rock  and  roll 
as  a  guitarist,  has  been  associated 


with  political  causes  including  the 
anti-nuke  and  Native  American 
movements,  and  is  reported  to  be  a 
strong  supporter  and  consultant  to 
Olivia  Records.  Sharon  Isbin,  a  clas¬ 
sical  guitarist,  is  also  featured.  A 
beautiful  photo  of  the  late  Malvina 
Reynolds  shows  her  good  spirit 
strongly. 

Familiar  faces  of  women’s  music 
also  appear,  plus  upcoming  new 
faces  such  as  June  Millington, 
whose  picture  graces  the  month  of 
June.  In  the  centersprcad  are  a  col¬ 
lage  of  photos  of  the  behind-the- 
scenes  technicians,  distributors, 
producers,  and  other  workers  who 
make  women’s  record  companies 
and  concerts  possible.  The  infor¬ 
mation  given  in  each  daily  box  of 
the  calendar  has  much  more  depth 
and  scope.  The  size  of  the  calendar 
has  been  changed  to  be  congruent 
to  that  of  a  record  album,  so  that  it 
can  be  easily  displayed  in  a  record 
bin.  The  women  record  distributors 
of  the  Women’s  Independent  Label 
Distributors  network  will  be  dis¬ 
tributing  the  calendar.  Some  of  the 
profits  from  last  year’s  calendar 


were  donated  to  purchase  a  tape 
recorder  for  the  Women’s  Music 
Archives.  This  year,  the  donation 
will  be  given  to  Roadworks,  a  D.C. 
based  company  that  arranges  tours 
for  women  performers.  Printing  of 
this  year’s  calendar  was  done  by 
Riverfront  Press,  a  women-owned 
.company.  The  printing  and  paper 
quality  are  excellent,  providing  a 
fine  showcase  for  the  lovely  and 
lively  photographs  by  Susan 
Wilson. 


"JUNKIE  FOR  YOUR  LOVE" 
"EVERYRQDY’S  L00KIN6  FOR  A  HERO 


AVAILABLE  AT  N.  E.  MUSIC  CITY 

or  seod  $2.(plas  50c  postace)  to: 
MOUSETRAP  PRODUCTIONS 
P.O.Box  451 
Canal  St.  Statioo 
N.Y..N.T.  10013 
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Sylvester:  Too  Hot 


By  Julie  Coles 

I  recently  laid  my  hands  on 
Sylvester’s  new  album,  Too  Hot  to 
Sleep,  released  around  May  1981. 
Overall,  I  found  the  album  a  real 
treat.  If  you  happen  to  be  a  fan  of 
Sylvester’s,  you  may  find  this  album 
to  be  one  of  his  best  pieces  of  work. 
The  tune  that  drove  me  to  pick  up 
this  particular  album  was  “Here  Is 
My  Love,”  which  was  played  on 


radio  stations  during  July  and  Au¬ 
gust,  and  I  still  feel  didn’t  get 
enough  air  time.  When  1  got  my 
hands  on  the  album,  I  was  delighted 
to  find  myself  recording  almost  all 
of  the  cuts  onto  cassette  to  take  in 
my  car  —  that’s  the  highest  compli¬ 
ment  1  can  pay  to  any  artist! 

Sylvester  is  a  very  talented  singer. 
For  those  of  you  who  aren’t  familiar 
with  his  style,  he  is  a  rhythm  and 


blues  singer,  but  even  more,  his 
vocal  range  runs  from  an  incredible 
falsetto  to  a  smooth,  seductive  bari¬ 
tone.  You’ve  got  to  hear  his  music  to 
believe  it. 

This  latest  album.  Too  Hot  To 
Sleep,  concentrates  more  on  his 
“natural”  voice,  which  is  baritone. 
But  on  those  tunes  where  he  exer¬ 
cises  that  magical  falsetto,  1  just 
found  myself  shaking  my  head  and 


saying,  “My,  my,  my!”  The  way  he 
moves  from  low  to  high  octaves  is 
breath  taking;  his  transition  is 
almost  flawless. 

Without  going  into  a  lot  of 
history  about  this  brother,  let  me 
just  briefly  describe  a  part  of 
Sylvester’s  musical  plight.  In  the 
’70s,  Sylvester  did  a  lot  of  disco, 
most  notably  his  gold  award  album 
Step  II,  cut  in  1977.  His  music  then 
could  be  described  as  up  tempo, 
and  his  most  used  vocal  range  was 
alto.  Sylvester  sang  with  back¬ 
ground  vocalists  Martha  Wash  and 
Isora  Armstead  (now  known  as  “Two 
Tons,”  recording  under  the  Fan¬ 
tasy/Honey  label  —  by  the  way,  if 
you  haven’t  checked  out  their  first 
gold  award  album.  Two  Tons  0 
Fun,  you  are  definitely  missing  a 
treat). 

Presently,  Sylvester  shares  his 
stage  with  backup  vocalists  Jeanie 
Tracy  and  Maurice  “Mo”  Long. 
When  you  hear  the  album,  Too  Hot 
To  Sleep,  it  becomes  quite  clear  that 
the  contribution  that  Tracy  and 
Long  make  are  more  than  strictly 
backup.  Each  of  the  three  artists  has 
a  very  powerful  delivery  —  check 
out  Tracy  when  she  sings  “Here  Is 
My  Love.”  Sylvester  once  said  that 
Maurice  Long  sounded  just  like  him 
—  and  he  does!  There  were  times 
when  I  thought  Sylvester’s  voice  had 


"A  sharp  and  literate  song  humor¬ 
ist." 

■In  Touch 

"A  refreshing  sense  of  humor." 

-Gay  Community  News 
"Witty,  irreverent  songs." 

-The  Blade 


ground  Records,  Box  2191,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  PA  19103  $5.95,  plus 

$1 .00  postage  &  handling. 


been  dubbed  in  several  times,  so 
that  he  sang  every  part  (and  he’s 
capable  of  just  that),  but  it  was  ac¬ 
tually  “Mo”  Long.  They  have  sung 
together  so  much  over  the  last  cou¬ 
ple  of  years  that  each  singer’s  style 
has  grown  to  complement  the  other. 

Sylvester  and  his  co-producer 
Harvey  Fuqua’s  choice  to  tone  down 
the  rhythm  section  (by  doing  away 
with  a  lot  of  brass  and  strings)  and 
concentrate  on  allowing  the  singer 
to  take  the  forefront  is  a  very 
refreshing  departure  from  most  of 
Sylvester’s  previous  work.  The  in¬ 
strumentation  is  still  excellent,  and 
one  of  the  strong  points  of  the 
album.  Each  cut  is  distinctly  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  next,  putting  Syl¬ 
vester’s  music  in  a  class  that  most  ar¬ 
tists  don’t  achieve  —  originality.  I 
found  the  lyrics  provocative  —  Syl¬ 
vester  speaks  to  experiences  we  have 
all  had  at  one  time  or  another.  He 
also  does  an  excellent  rendition  of 
Smokey  Robinson’s  “Ooo  Baby, 
Baby” ;  if  you  love  Smokey’s  version  1 
guarantee  you  will  be  equallly  im¬ 
pressed  with  Sylvester’s.  If  you  don  t 
agree,  then  you  can  send  me  your 
receipt  ...  All  jokes  aside,  this 
album  will  definitely  enhance  your 
record  collection;  it’s  very  good! 


We’re  always  searching 
for  NEW  talent.  Get  your 
drawings  and  cartoons 
in  GCN.  Call  Paul 
426-4469. 
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GIVE  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  Would  you  like  to  renew 

your  sub? 

THIS  HOLIDAY  SEASON 

AT  SPECIAL  LOW  RATES  v 

1  Year  —  $22 
25  Weeks  —  $12 
12  Weeks  —  only  $6 

Introduce  a  Friend  to  GCN 


OFFER  EXPIRES 
JAN.  15,  1982 


GIFT  SUB.  FOR 


GIFT  SUB.  FOR 


Name 

□  $22 

Address 

□  $12 

Citv  State 

Zip 

□  $  6 

□  NEW  □  RENEWAL 
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Name 

□  $22 
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□  $12 

Citv  State 

Zip 

□  $  6 

□  NEW  □  RENEWAL 

Gift  card  to  read: 


□  $62—3  yrs.  □  $43—2  yrs. 

□  $22  □  $12  □  $6 

Would  you  like  to  make  a  donation 
to  GCN?  $ _ 

Would  you  like  to  donate  for  a  free 
sub.  for  a  lesbian  or  gay 
prisoner?  $ _ 

YOUR  NAME  IS: 

Address  _ , _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

Make  check  or  M.O.  payable  to  GCN 
Do  not  send  cash,  please. 

ADD  30%  FOR  FOREIGN  SUBS. 

□  VISA  □  MASTERCHARGE 

Print  Name  _ _ 

Signature  _ 

Account  # _ _ 

Exp.  Date  _ _ _ 

Total  Payment  $  _ 

MAIL  TO: 

GCN  Subscriptions 
22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
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An  official  publication 
of  the  Alfred  C.  Kinsey 
Institute  for  Sex  Research 

Sexual 

Preference 

its  Development 
in  Men  and  Women 


By  Alan  P.  Bell, 
Martin  S.  Weinberg, 
and  Sue  Kiefer 
1  lammersmith 


to 


Sexual 

Preference 


This  ambitious 
study  of  sexual 
orientation  charts  the 
development  of  both 
homosexuality  and 
heterosexuality  in 
males  and  females 
and  statistically  tests 
accepted  notions 
about  the  causes  of 
homosexuality— often  with  startling 
results.  It  is  based  on  sophisticated 
evaluation  of  data  derived  from  face  to 
face  interviews -with  approximately 
l.r>()()  individuals.  The  authors  establish 
in  copious  detail  the  relationships  re¬ 
spondents  had  with  parents,  siblings, 
and  peers  while'  they  were  growing  up. 
the  degree;  to  which  respondents  con 
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Community  Voices 


the  survival  of 
innocence 


Dear  GCN , 

The  Death  of  Innocence,  by  Sam  Janus,  was 
reviewed  by  Nancy  Walker  in  the  book  supple¬ 
ment  of  the  Nov.  14  issue.  Ms.  Walker  seems  to 
be  among  the  “converted”  alluded  to  at  the  end 
of  the  review,  which  is  entirely  uncritical  of  the 
book.  While  Walker  is  entitled  to  agree  with  the 
author,  she  has  thus  joined  him  in  perpetuating  a 
number  of  obvious  distortions. 

There  is  much  in  the  review  with  which  I  agree. 
I  abhor  any  exploitation  or  abuse  of  children,  sex¬ 
ual  or  otherwise.  (Is  a  “very  dramatically  pre¬ 
sented  book  about  children  and  sex”  that  “delves 
into  just  about  every  unsavory  sexual  experience 
that  can  be  foisted  upon  youth”  exploitative?)  1 
would  also  agree  that  taking  advantage  of  a 
child’s  situation  by  exacting  a  sexual  payment  in 
return  for  meeting  emotional  or  material  needs  is 
coercive  —  though  society’s  reaction,  in  most 
cases,  is  probably  more  harmful  to  the  child  than 
the  mutually  accepted  relationship.  And  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  appropriate  that  society  offer  what  healing 
it  can  for  the  harm  done  to  children  by  the  trauma 
of  physical  and  emotional  abuse.  Distortion  oc¬ 
curs,  however,  when  no  distinction  is  made  be¬ 
tween  abuse  and  diversity  of  experience. 

Walker  says,  “We  should  realize  .  .  .  that  dur¬ 
ing  childhood,  sexuality,  though  present,  is  un¬ 
focused,  and  properly  amounts  to  physical  ex¬ 
ploration  just  like  everything  else  in  the  pre- 
pubescent  youngster’s  life.”  (Walker’s  em¬ 
phasis.)  But  what  if  that  “physical  exploration” 
is  directed  toward  a  loving  adult  friend?  “What 
Janus  may  correctly  be  asserting  is  simply  that 
kids  have  a  right  to  develop  sexual  awareness 
from  within  themselves  rather  than  through  out¬ 
side  over-stimulation  (molestation  by  any  adult, 
incest,  etc.).”  (Walker’s  emphasis.)  Is  every  sex¬ 
ual  contact  between  child  and  adult  overstimulat¬ 
ing  “molestation”?  “In  the  instance  of  non- 
forced  sexual  activity  between  child  (under  age 
13)  and  adult,”  Walker  agrees  “with  Janus  and 
others  he  quotes  who  are  not  willing  to  accept  the 
suggestion  that  a  child  can  in  any  meaningful  way 
give  ‘consent’.”  Is  there  anything  more  than  sub¬ 
jective  opinion  supporting  this  concurrence 
among  Walker,  Janus,  “and  others  he  quotes”? 
Is  there  even  a  question  of  “consent”  (which, ex 
cept  in  legal  uses,  connotes  acquiescence  in 
another’s  suggestion)  when  the  child  initiates  the 
sexual  activity? 

Associating  this  with  man/boy  love.  Walker 
states  “that  rarely  does  the  older  man  create  the 
situation  that  makes  it  possible  for  him  to  have 
sex  with  a  youngster.  The  child  is  not  seduced;  he 
is  already  willing  to  sell  himself  for  cash  or  give 
himself  for  the  promise  of  some  kind  of  security 
he  can  find  no  other  way.”  (Walker’s  emphasis.) 
Apparently  it  has  eluded  her  recognition  that  in 
man/boy  love  relationships  —  and,  in  fact,  any 
intergenerational  love  relationship  —  the  promise 
of  security,  the  meeting  of  material  needs,  and 
even  cash  can  be  available  to  the  child  without 
any  sexual  obligation.  The  love  relationship  be¬ 
tween  adult  and  child  is  established  first.  Then  it 
grows  to  the  point  that  some  kids,  as  they  “de¬ 
velop  sexual  awareness  from  within  themselves” 
feel  free  to  initiate  “physical  exploration”  with 
their  adult  friend  —  a  friend  who  is  better  able  to 
nurture  them  in  their  self-discovery  than  would  be 
a  peer  stumbling  through  the  same  growth  pro¬ 
cess.  The  relationship  is  available  to  the  child,  and 
flourishes,  regardless  of  whether  the  child  in¬ 
troduces  a  sexual  component. 

Innocence  is  freedom  from  guilt.  It  is  not  lost 
when  a  child  freely  gives  physical  expression  to  his 
sexual  identity.  “The  death  of  innocence”  occurs 
when  a  child’s  free  expression  of  his  identity,  sex¬ 
ually  or  otherwise,  is  denounced  and  repressed. 
Walker  recognizes  initially  that  children  are  en¬ 
titled  to  “come  from  ‘healthy’  loving  homes 
where  the  parents  treat  them,  from  birth,  as  if 
they  were  separate,  distinct  and  worthwhile  in¬ 
dividuals,  deserving  of  respect,  affection  and  the 
right  to  privacy.”  But  the  rest  of  the  review  in¬ 
dicates  that  she,  and  Janus,  are  not  willing  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  suggestion  that  a  child  who  chooses  to  ex¬ 
press  his  sexuality  with  an  adult  can  be  a  healthy, 
whole  individual. 

Sincerely, 

John  Vander  Meer 
Natick,  MA 
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taking  the  taxi 

To  Michael  Bronski  and  Nancy  Wechsler: 

I  have  just  finished  reading  your  words  of 
wisdom  on  the  advantages  of  taking  the  taxi. 
Your  piece  was  almost  as  much  fun  as  the  movie 
itself!! 

Many  thanks  for  the  dialogue  section.  I  have 
had  some  worries  on  how  the  lesbian  portion  of 
our  community  would  feel  about  this  film.  I,  too, 
would  like  to  have  seen  a  strong  woman  character 
—  preferably  a  lesbian  —  in  the  film.  This  movie 
certainly  does  not  (nor  should  it  try)  speak  for  all 
gay  men  on  all  issues  which  are  important.  Still,  a 
funny  comedy.  Glad  you  enjoyed  it  also. 

Bravo  to  the  people  at  GCN.  I  look  forward  to 
every  issue. 

Sincerely, 

Frank  McKeithan 
Boston,  MA 


not  respectable 

Community  Voices: 

It  was  interesting  to  read  that  NOLAG  had  en¬ 
dorsed  Solidarity  Day  when  NOLAG  refuses  to 
support  transvestities,  boy  lovers,  leatherpeople, 
prostitutes  and  other  very  oppressed  members  of 
our  own  community.  1  guess  these  groups  don’t 
help  NOLAG  leadership’s  quest  for  respectable 
political  careers. 

In  New  York,  NOLAG  is  made  up  of  the  very 
same  people  whose  “leadership”  dragged  down 
the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
(CLAG).  The  very  same  people  who  tried  to  ruin 
both  the  1980  Christopher  Street  Liberation  Day 
March  and  the  1980  March  on  Albany  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights.  These  are  just  some  of 
the  reasons  why  so  few  in  the  New  York  political 
movement  want  any  involvement  with  them. 

For  Gay  Liberation, 

Albert  Seinz 


hepatitis 


Dear  GCN, 

Thank  you  for  running  Dan  Pfeffer’s  excellent 
article  (11/7/81).  I  was  moved  by  the  openness 
with  which  he  described  his  bout  with  Hepatitis  B. 

By  contrast  I  was  lucky.  When  the  yellow 
menace  visited  me  it  was  in  the  form  of  Hepatitis 
A  or  Non-A/Non  B.  Although  for  the  first  week  I 
thought  it  was  flu,  my  doctor  diagnosed  it  early. 
My  lover,  also  a  doctor,  reassured  me  that  I  was 
getting  good  medical  advice.  More  than  that,  he 
fed  me,  did  the  household  chores,  shopped,  sat 
with  me  for  hours  and  struggled  to  keep  up  with 
his  own  work  responsibilities. 

For  two  months  I  was  nauseous,  depressed  and 
in  pain.  For  the  first  month  I  didn’t  want  to  see 
anyone.  I  hoped  the  phone  wouldn’t  ring.  I  didn’t 
want  to  eat  or  read  or  even  listen  to  music.  I  lost 
ten  pounds  which  I  didn’t  want  to  lose. 

My  lover  cared  for  me  in  good  spirit.  Still,  it 
was  difficult  for  both  of  us  that  I  was  so  entirely 
dependent  upon  him.  One  night  I  summoned  the 
energy  for  a  big  smile  and  insisted  he  go  to  a  Holly 
Near  concert  for  which  we  had  had  tickets,  for 
many  weeks.  The  loneliness  I  felt  that  night  is  a 
vivid  and  enduring  mempry. 

As  my  strength  began  to  return  I  experienced 
great  frustration.  There  was  a  lot  I  wanted  to  do 
but  couldn’t.  Walking  to  the  kitchen  exhausted 
me.  I  would  hear  the  mail  arrive  but  couldn’t  go 
downstairs  to  get  it.  Though  this  is  not  meant  as  a 
medical  advice,  smoking  grass  was  an  occasional 
salvation;  it  reduced  the  nausea,  raised  my  spirits 
and  even  gave  me  a  small  appetite. 

The  jaundice  lingered  for  two  months.  Hiding 
my  yellow  eyes  behind  sunglasses  I  began  to  take 
short  walks,  sit  in  the  park,  resume  my  activities. 
Friends  were  kind  and  understanding.  I 
began  to  hear  hepatitis  stories  from  all  around. 
Just  to  talk  on  the  phone  with  other  hepatitis 
victims  was  comforting. 

Dan  Pfeffer’s  advocacy  of  support  groups  is 
most  valuable.  I’m  well  now  but  having  been  so 
sick  accentuates  for  me  the  awful  possibility  of 
getting  Hepatitis  B  for  which  I  have  no  immunity, 
only  fear. 

Tom  Wilson 
Philadelphia,  PA 
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those  were  the  days 

To  the  Editors, 

When  I  arrived  in  San  Francisco  nine  years  ago, 
the  focus  of  gay  activity  was  shifting  from  the 
inner  city  scene  on  Polk  Street  to  the  quiet  neigh¬ 
borhood  ambiance  on  Castro  Street.  Gays  mixed 
evenly  with  the  old-time  residents  and  there  were 
children,  women  and  older  people  around.  Many 
men  still  wore  long  hair  and  androgyny,  the 
essence  of  combining  female  and  male  aspects, 
was  a  new  territory  being  explored.  Gay  men 
especially,  wore  bright  eclectic  clothes  to  express 
a  feeling  of  individuality. 

Political,  cultural  and  social  groups  explored 
alternatives  to  a  society  of  conspicuous  con¬ 
sumption  and  conformity.  We  redefined  our¬ 
selves  within  a  system  which  oppressed  not  only 
gays  but  all  its  people.  This  process  involved  gay 
men  both  in  claiming  our  rightful  place  but  also  in 
creating  a  way  for  everyone  to  be  treated  with 
dignity  and  fulfillment. 

Not  ten  years  ago  we  were  not  only  glad  to  be 
gay  but  also  quite  content  to  be  different  from  the 
men  who  had  scarred  us  with  guilt  and  feelings  of 
inadequacy.  In  rap  groups  and  consciousness- 
raising  sessions  we  learned  to  open  up  and  express 
ourselves  honestly  and  compassionately.  We 
faced  our  problems,  broke  them  down,  and 
found  a  better  understanding  of  ourselves  and 
others.  We  envisioned  a  new  world  where  room 
existed  for  each  individual  to  be  unique  within  the 
whole  of  society  like  the  magic  of  snowflakes, 
each  different  and  yet  a  part  of  a  greater  pattern. 

But  as  time  passed,  some  groups  lost  sight  of 
their  goals  and  folded  while  others  disbanded 
after  fulfilling  a  specific  need.  Just  as  the  flower 
children  of  the  60s  turned  inward  with  frus¬ 
tration,  so  the  gay  rebels  of  the  early  70s  felt  the 
disillusionment  of  changes  which  didn’t  come 
over  night.  In  the  Castro  this  change  was  reflected 
as  family  businesses  closed  and  gay  bars,  bou¬ 
tiques  and  restaurants  opened.  If  we  couldn’t 
change  the  world  then  we’d  better  grab  what  we 
could  from  the  system.  Real  estate  seminars 
replaced  political  action,  rents  raised  and 
expectations  were  lowered. 

Being  gay  shifted  from  a  spirit  of  respon¬ 
siveness  to  change  to  a  calculated  attitude  of  reac¬ 
tion.  Social  activities  dominated  political  ones 
and  seeking  the  truth  took  a  back  seat  to  seeking 
material  gains. 

By  the  time  Anita  Bryant  and  the  Dade  County 
Debacle  arrive  in  1977,  there  were  a  lot  more  gay 
businesses  and  very  few  alternatives.  A  new  surge 
of  gay  activists  sprang  from  the  closets  of  up- 
wardly-mobile  professionals.  Predominantly  af¬ 
fluent,  white,  gay  men  with  a  stake  in  the  system 
they  sought  only  to  protect  their  piece  of  the  pie, 
not  to  change  the  world.  Gay  rights  became  a  one- 
focus  issue  as  these  respectable  good  gay  citizens 
stole  the  spotlight  from  “less  desireable  media 
types”  (read:  dirty  radicals  espousing 
revolution.)  Advertising  gay  people  as  just  the 
same  as  everyone  else  except  for  what  they  did  in 
bed,  they  pretty  well  silenced  other  voices. 

We  have  been  co-opted,  bought  and  sold  by  our 
own  people.  Now  the  Castro  is  just  a  step  away 
from  being  a  shopping  mall  rather  than  a  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Die-hard  gay  activists  from  Stonewall 
days  are  told  that  they  are.  Puritans  and  no  fun 
because  they  insist  on  reminding  us  that  the  sys¬ 
tem  in  which  we  desperately  seek  acceptance  is 
essentially  rotten  and  is  dying  out  like  the  dino¬ 
saurs. 

For  the  capital  of  the  gay  world  to  be  without  a 
viable  community  center  is  a  shame  compounded 
by  the  fact  that  most  gay  men  would  rather  go 
somewhere  and  spend  money  than  create  a  place 
where  they  could  just  be  together.  Just  as  the  gen¬ 
eral  populace  has  bought  the  short-term  profits  of 
the  nuclear  industry  choosing  to  ignore  the  long¬ 
term  dangers,  gay  men  cram  their  senses  full  of 
stimulation  as  if  each  day  were  their  last.  There  is 
a  difference  between  living  one  day  at  a  time  and 
living  your  whole  life  in  one  day. 

Violence  against  gays  would  be  horror  enough 
but  we  insist  upon  turning  our  anger,  guilt  and 
frustration  onto  each  other.  In  the  hard  core 
clone  cruising  lurks  the  painful  psychic  violence 
that  comes  from  being  rejected  by  your  own  peo¬ 
ple.  Tricks  and  numbers  are  not  human  beings 
but  objects  for  immediate  gratification.  Freedom 
is  not  license  and  when  we  squeeze  ourselves  into 
tight-lipped,  stiff  roles,  we  are  worse  than  the 
fathers  we  fled  because  we  know  better. 

Privilege  is  a  smokescreen,  the  carrot  on  the 
stick  to  the  donkey.  The  cold  hard  fact  is  that  no 
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amount  of  game-playing  will  ever  make  us  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  non-gays.  Even  as  a  Jew  living  in  the 
San  Fransisco  of  1981, 1  cannot  forget  that  in  the 
Europe  of  the  40s  I  would  have  been  shipped  off 
to  a  concentration  camp  regardless  how  unre¬ 
ligious  I  might  be.  In  my  gut  I  know  that  in¬ 
tolerance  is  death. 

What  happened  in  Germany  can  happen  here, 
is  happening  here.  Our  enemies  are  well- 
organized  and  well-financed.  They  will  gladly 
take  our  money  in  their  businesses,  add  them  to 
their  own  and  build  the  gas  chambers  of  our 
futures. 

If  we  don’t  dare  to  be  different,  to  stop  and  say 
“No  more!,”  then  we  will  die  with  this  age  of 
mass  consumption  and  objectification.  When 
push  comes  to  shove  even  the  most  sympathetic 
non-gays  will  turn  against  us  to  save  themselves. 
We  have  the  potential  to  create  an  alternative  for 
everyone  to  explore.  Even  the  smallest  instance  of 
pleasure  between  anonymous  strangers  is  still  a 
moment  of  pleasure  shared,  a  time  away  from 
death  and  pain.  We  are  different  because  we  love 
ourselves  and  the  reflection  of  ourselves  we  Find 
in  each  other. 

Change  starts  today,  it  starts  with  you.  Let’s 
treat  each  other  as  family  because  that’s  what  we 
are.  Clear  away  the  shit  instead  of  throwing  it 
onto  someone  else.  It  is  enough  to  be  rejected 
from  the  outside,  let’s  not  torture  each  other  with 
the  pain  of  rejection  from  our  own. 

In  love,  hope  and  pride 
David  L.  Cawley 
San  Francisco,  CA 


l 

Premier  Screening  of  a  new) 
documentary  film  ‘  “Pink  Tri¬ 
angle:  A  Study  of  Prejudice 
Against  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men”  —  to  benefit  The  Gay] 
Community  News  and  The 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau.  The 
film  is  made  by  local  film 

makers  and  activists.  It  will  be 
shown  at  the  Harvard  Science 
Center,  Auditorium  B,  on 
Sunday,  December  13  at  7:00 
and  9:00  p.m.  and  tickets  can 
be  purchased  at  the  door  for 
$3.00.  For  further  information 
.call  354-3677. 


BIG  SALE  ON  NOW!!! 
GCN  at  BARGAIN  PRICES! 
ORDER  SUBS  FOR 
ALL  YOUR  FRIENDS!!! 
See  the  sub  ad  in  this 
issue,  or,  if  you’re  especial¬ 
ly  special,  the  pink  flyer  in 
your  copy. 


Promotions 

Barry  Forbes 
John  Feeney 


Dave  Peterson 


Indexer  Charles  Ash 

Librarian  Kathy 

Microfilm  Promotions  Dee  Michel 
Bulk  Distribution  Ray  Hopkins 
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which  is  published  quarterly  by  the  Alternative 
Press  Center.  Inc..  Box  7229,  Baltimore.  Mf 
21218 

Volumes  18  of  GCN  are  available  on  microfilm 
tor  $22/volume.  Write  GCN/  Microfilm  lor  more  in 
formation. 

Opinions  reflected  in  “edttoiiar  represent  the 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Will  we  ever  find  a  house, 

Beloved,  gentle  flowered  mouse? 

I  love  you  more  than  all  dwellings. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. 
_ Happy  Thanksgiving! 

ANN  W-H 

Jingle  Bells  &  Ho!  Ho!  Ho!  Can’t  wait  to 
see  you  in  Dec.  You  only  have  1  month 
to  get  Boston  back  together!  Take  care, 
we'll  see  you  soon.  Love,  M  &  B/Dallas 
_ (20) 

DEAR  MAIDA,  DAVID,  SCOTT 
Let  public  notice  be  taken  that  due  to 
Maida  Tilchen’s,  Scott  Tucker’s  and 
David  Morris'  immaculate  preparations 
and  stamina  despite  exhaustion,  folks 
in  Indiana  are  saying  it  was  the  best 
conference  since  June  1978!  Duke  Ell¬ 
ington  would  have  exclaimed,  "Love 
you  madly!"  Could  your  organizer  pos¬ 
sibly  excel  that?  My  respects,  your 
John. _ (20) 

GF  32  WISHES  TO  BANISH 
isolation  by  meeting  other  together 
happy  lesbians.  Semi-serious,  sort-of 
both  needs  to  share  the  spice  &  variety 
of  life  with  others.  Please  respond  to 
GCN  Box  481. _ (21) 

Phone  freaks  J/O  with  Phone  Pals!!  For 
info  send  SASE,  age  to  Phone  Pals 
Club,  Box  2392,  Escondido,  CA 
92025-0420.  Mention  GCN  and  age. 
_ J23) 

GM  5 ’10”,  33,  160,  gd  shape  &  Iks, 
blond  but  thinning  hair  sks  a  new  friend 
w/some  emotional  commitment,  also  in 
gd  shape,  pref  working  out.  Am  into 
massage,  meditation  (TM),  films,  the¬ 
ater,  skiing,  fires,  reading  about  recent 
&  current  history,  social  sciences  & 
related  issues,  the  nuclear  problem  & 
politics.  Wd  like  to  meet  someone  who 
has  really  read  this  ad,  with  similar 
Interests  or  complete  opposite  (mech¬ 
anical  or  artistic).  No  strong  preference, 
but  am  especially  into  foreigners, 
Mediterraneans  &  Latins.  1  am  &  sk  a 
man  who  is  at  peace  w/self  &  world.  I 
am  not,  but  enjoy  people  who  are,  reli¬ 
giously  centered.  Am  also  Ikng  fora  be¬ 
ginning  weightlifting  pa[tner(not  a  pre¬ 
requisite).  Am  not  Ikng  for  people  who 
’are  very  hairy,  effeminate  in  manner  or 
voice,  over  38  yrs,  or  sexually  hung  up. 
Enjoy  all  kinds  of  sex,  but  this  is  not 
just  a  sex  ad.  Best  times  7:30  am,  5:30 
pm.  Please  keep  trying  367-0095.  (20) 

Anyone  knowing  of  anyone  who  might 
like  to  squat  with  me  in  the  wilds  of 
Canada  please  make  contact.  Jim 

Jones,  Box  106,  Bethel,  Minnesota 

55005. _ 09) 

GM  28,  5 '6”,  175,  dk  bide.  Wd  like  to 
meet  others  to  have  fun  &  develop  poss 
relationship.  Interest  inc  ham  radio, 
photography,  choir  music  &  electron¬ 
ics.  Age,  race,  build  don’t  matter.  Love 
hugging  &  kissing.  Have  fetish  with  soft 
clear  plastic.  Prefer  non-smoker.  Mark, 
Suite  116,  38  Bellevue  Ave,  Newport,  Rl 
02840, _ (20) 

GAY  WOMEN  WRITE  AND  MEET 
Everywhere  thru  the  Wishing  Well  Mag¬ 
azine  &  Services.  Supportive,  confiden¬ 
tial,  dignified,  prompt.  7  year  reliable 
reputation.  Tender,  loving  alternative. 
Intro  copy  $5  (mailed  discreetly  first 
class).  Free  info:  Box  117,  Novato,  CA 
94948-0117.  _ (24) 

FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr  Right  by  the  US  Mail 
Details  Free  No  Time  Limit 
RE  Main,  70  Government  St 
Kittery  Maine  03904. 


Black/White,  Asian,  Hispanic  Gays  & 
Lesbians  —  a  social/support  group. 
Quarterly  —  XA,  279  Collingwood,  SF, 
CA  94114.  Or(415)  431-0458, 24  hrs.  (19) 

LF  23  sensitive  &  friendly  wd  like  to 
meet  others  to  enjoy  the  outdoors  & 
quiet  aspect  of  life.  SE  CT  area  poss 
relationship.  GCN  Box  477. _ (20) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

MEN  IN  LOVE  WITH  BOYS 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-S,  NY,  NY  10018  or  phone  (212) 
475-0987. _ : _ (38) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  CambMA02138.  (36) 

ROOMMATES 

LF  sks  same  for  large  sunny  apt  in 
Mission  Hill.  Great  view  of  city  from 
back  porch.  Cats  OK.  $150  pis  util  avail- 
able  now.  427-2266. _ (20) 

WOMEN’S  HOUSE 

Fireplaced  room  independent  co-op  no 
more  pets  $250  off-street  pkg.  Newton 
safe  neighborhood  close  to  T.  332-6135 
leave  message. _ (21) 

Camb.-lnman  Sq  skng  neat,  resp  pers  to 
share  2  bdrm  apt.  $l50/mo  inc  heat. 
Eves  492-0697,  John.  _ (21) 

Beacon  Hill.  LF  sks  rmtes/couple  for 
sunny  3  bdrm  apt.  Rent:  if  2  pple  share 
apt  $225,  3/$1 50  inc  ht/hw.  Sec  dep  req. 
367-1394. _ (20) 


SHORT-TERM  ROOM 
LF  sks  same  for  Dec  6  to  Mar  13  (ap¬ 
prox).  2  bdrm  Beacon  Hill  apt.  Quiet, 
warm,  safe  &  convenient.  $200/mo  inc 
ht.  Arlene  723-7473  eves  &  wkends,  or 
Maida,  426-4469  wkdays. 

GM  works  in  ME  needs  permanent  own 
bdrm  for  2  days/wk  Boston  or  within  a 
20  minute  travel  area.  Am  quiet, 
responsible,  neat.  Expect  same.  Box  65 
Kenmore  Station,  Boston  02215.  (20) 

GM  prof  &  mature  sks  same  to  share  6 
rm  hse  on  Hyde  Pk/Milton  line.  Porch, 
frplce,  yd.  Quiet  nghbhd  on  T  bus  line  nr 
Rte  128.  Avail  soon.  $185/mo  inc  ht  & 
util.  Bill  361-6571  eves  &  wkends.  (20) 

4  LFs  skng  1  LF  for  Ig,  friendly,  loose 
coop  house.  No  smoking  or  pets,  semi- 
veg,  shared  food  &  chores.  Garden, 
frplce,  $130/mo  &  low  utils.  W.  Somer- 
ville,  nrT  &  ice  cream.  628-7275.  (21) 

SHORT  TERM  RENTL  12/13  -  1/5 
Needed  Boston/Camb  area.  Pref  to 
share  w/other  GM  &  W,  students.  Am 
soon  to  grad  U.C.  Berkeley  in  Eng. .Am 
quiet,  don’t  smoke.  Larry  Groves,  2434 
Hillside,  Berk,  CA  94704  or  call  Sara 
(617)623-5588. _ (20) 

Prof  GWM  sks  rmmt  for  Ig  6  rm  apt  in 
Ashmont  sec  of  Dorchester  nr  T.  Must 
like  dogs  $150  pis  util.  436-8140  eves 
best.  Ask  for  Randy. _ (21) 

DYKE  WANTED 

LF  sks  same  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  on  N 
Shore.  167.50  inc  heat  &  ocean  view. 
281-1543.  Keep  trying  I’m  hard  to 
reach.  10am-12  noon  or  lOpm-midnite 
best.  No  tobacco  please.  Avail  12/15/81. 
_ (20) 

RIDES _ 

Reliable,  honest  GM  will  drive  or  help 
drive  your  car  west  after  Christmas.  Uni 
of  ME  grad.  Need  to  travel.  (207)  775- 
2202. _ (20) 

APARTMENTS _ 

JP  APT 

One-bedrm,  4  rm,  ground  fir  apt  near 
Centre  St.  Needs  work.  Will  help 
w/labor  &  materials.  $275  inc  heat.  Sec 
dep  req.  522-8859. _ (20) 

FOR  SALE _ _ 

Tired  of  the  same  old  Christmas  bull¬ 
shit?  Send  Anti-Christmas  cards.  $6.70 
for  pack  of  10,  all  different.  Kate  Gawf 
Cartoons,  1257  W  6th  Suite  1-320, 
Eugene,  OR  97402. _ (20) 

CHORAL  MAJORITY  SINGS  OUT! 
Gay,  pro-sex,  left  hymn  parodies 
harmonize  &  organize.  Tape  $5.50, 
hymnal  $3.  964  Valencia,  SF,  CA.  (23) 

Surplus  Jeep  value  $3094.  Sold  for  $33. 
Call  (602)  941-8014  ext  6648  for  informa- 
tion  on  buying. _ (20) 

Lesbian  notecards  &  posters  —  photos 
by  Tee  Corinne,  JEB,  &  more!  For  flyer 
send  SASE  to  LLL-G,  Box  30137,  Lin- 
coln,  NE  68503. _ (4680) 

MOVERS _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


RESORTS _ 

MIGRATE  TO  ELLIE’S  NEST 
Key  West’s  only  GF  guest  house.  Pool, 
Ig  hot  tub,  sun  decks.  Juice  bar.  Double 
bed,  tv,  ac/ht  every  rm.  Cont  bkfst.  (305) 
296-5757.  1414  Newton,  Key  West,  FL 
33040. 

(25) 

ARTIST?  WRITER?  OR  TIRED? 

If  you  need  a  placeto  get  away,  we  have 
fully  furnd  apt  or  cottage  wkly  mnly 
cheaply.  Rose  &  Crown  G.H.  158 
Comm’l,  P’town  02657. 487-3332.  (20) 

BUCCANEER 

Open  year  round  indoor  pool  quiet  pri¬ 
vate  retreat  ocean  view  near  restau¬ 
rants  off  season  $12  single  $15  double. 
3  m  N  Ogunquit.  Wells,  Rt  1,  ME  (207) 
646-2140. _ (16) 

NEWPORT,  Rl  CITY-BY-TH E-SEA 
New  apt  for  rent,  panoramic  waterview, 
downtown  near  bars.  $25  MTWT,  $45 
FSS.  Call  (401)  847-9698  anytime.  (28) 


WANTED _ 

Tax  assist  before  Xmas.  Knowledge  of 
income  averaging,  small  business 
taxes,  and/or  form  1045.  Please  leave 
message  at  899-1606. _ (20) 

Canadian  lesbian  sought  for  marriage 
to  American  gay  guy.  Info:  Roy,  2  Lount 
Street,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4J  5A2 
Canada. _ (21) 

Clothes?  Old?  Antique?  Cash  paid  for 
women's  &  men’s  clothing  &  acces¬ 
sories  through  1940s  also  old  linens 
lace  curtains,  quilts  &  jewelry.  Call  Jan 
or  Bev  at  876-6508. _ (2 1 ) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

MESSENGER-OFFICE  WORK 
Our  last  messenger  was  so  fantastic 
we’re  promoting  him.  Opening  for 
person  to  make  deliveries  in  Boston- 
Cambridge  area  via  T,  as  well  as  main¬ 
tain  office  in  spare  time.  Minimum 
wages  for  starters.  Write  Xanadu 
Graphics,  143  Albany  St.,  Cambridge 
02139.  


ARTISTS 

Local  gay  publisher  needs  artists  6-8 
times  a  yr  to  do  wrk  for  book  covers.  If 
you  wd  like  us  to  keep  yr  name  on  file, 
send  copies  of  wrk  done  in  the  style(s) 
you  are  most  comfortable  with  to  Aly- 
son  Publications,  75  Kneeland  St., 
Suite  1506,  Boston,  MA02111.  Payment 
is  $100-200  per  cover  depending  on 
complexity. _ _ (21) 


Information  on  ALASKAN  and  OVER¬ 
SEAS  employment.  Excellent  income 
potential.  Call  (312)  741-9784  ext  7245. 

(22) 

FUNDRAISER 

American  Friends  Service  Committee 
seeks  full  or  part-time- fundraiser  for 
New  England  Regional  Office  to  interp¬ 
ret  the  national,  international  &  regional 
work  of  the  AFSC  &  seek  contributions 
from  individuals,  foundations,  busines¬ 
ses  &  groups.  Must  have  previous  fund¬ 
raising  &  administrative  experience, 
commitment  to  philosophy  of  nonvio¬ 
lence  &  the  eradication  of  social/eco¬ 
nomic  injustice.  To  begin  winter  1982. 
Salary  $17, 000/full  time;  excellent 
fringe  benefits.  Submit  resumes  by 
12/11  to:  Personnel  Coordinator,  AFSC, 
2161  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02140. 
AFSC’s  Affirmative  Action  policy  en¬ 
courages  applications  from  third  world 
people,  women,  open  gays,  handi- 
capped  &  ex-prisoners. _ (20) 

GARDNER,  MASS.— HELP  WANTED 
Convenience  store  needs  mature  hon¬ 
est  hardworking  person  to  work  full 
time  weekends  and  holidays.  Call  John 
(617)  632-7363.  Area  resident  pref.  No 
calls  after  8  pm  pis.  32  East  Broadway, 
Gardner,  MA. _ (20) 

Information  on  ALASKAN  and  OVER¬ 
SEAS  jobs.  $20,000  to  $50,000  per  year 
possible.  Call  (602)  941-8014  Dept  6648. 

(20) 

SERVICES _ _ 

Transsexual  counseling  by  mail.  Prof 
help/advice,  temp’ry  self-castration 
technique.  Send  detailed  historv  &  $15 
to  Box  3105,  Ch’ville,  VA  22903.  (024680) 


LAUREL  COUNSELING 
A  Women’s  Collective 
Providing  Therapy 
For  Women 

Individuals  •  Lesbian  Couples 
Cambridge  354-7316 


BJ’S  BOOKKEEPING  SERVICE 

Complete  Bookkeeping  Service 
Flexible  Schedule 
Reasonable  Rates 
“Your  books  are  your  business 
My  business  is  your  books." 
Call  Bev  Matthews— 876-6508 


Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Work  on  Self  Image 
Relationships 
Call:  Bellville  Associates 
(617)  739-7803 
For  More  Information 


LAVENDER  PROCESS 
Custom  black  and  white  film 
work.  Processing.  Printing. 
Consultation.  Additional 

darkroom  services  available. 
Evenings  (617)  782-9732. 

Women  owned  and  operated 


COUNSELING  SO  VERMONT 
Gay  psychotherapist.  Brattleboro  area 
—  individuals,  couples,  households. 
Also  specialize  in  counseling  for  life- 
threatening  or  terminal  illnesses.  (802) 
348-7840. _ (22) 


ARADIA  COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Lesbian  Couple 
And  Group  Counseling 
Alcohol  Counseling 
Health  Ins.  Accepted 
Located  in  Kenmore  Square 
_ 247-4861  x58 _ 

Carpentry  all  kinds  of  work  done  at 
reasonable  rates.  Call  before  9  am.  Jim 
522-5317. _  (26) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS.  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


SALEM-DANVERS  NORTH  SHORE 
GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
A  weekly  on-going  psychotherapy 
group  is.  forming  at  North  Shore 
Community  Mental  Health  Center.  Led 
by  two  experienced  gay-aware  thera¬ 
pists.  Focus  will  be  on  intimacy, 
personal  issues,  communication, 
assertiveness.  Fee  according  to  ability 
to  pay.  For  information  &  initial  inter¬ 
view  call  David  Aronstein  or  Ed 
Shaughnessy  at  744-5322.  (20) 


BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 

COPLEY  SQUARE 
Individual,  Group  and 
Couples  Counseling 
Alcohol  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Call  (617)  739-7803 
For  Initial  Appt 


CARPENTRY 

Apartment  &  office  remodeling,  porch- 
es,  stairs,  insulation,  storm  doors  & 
windows,  all  types  of  repairs.  Quality 
work.  Ginny  522-1651. _ (19) 


EXCITING  GROWTH 
POTENTIAL 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Now  Forming— Days 
(Also  1  opening  for  eve  group) 
To  Work  on  Various 

Life  Issues 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

Associates  965-1311 
Dennis  ladarola,  MA 
Don  McGaw,  MA 


TROUBLED  GAYS 

Help  in  accepting  your  sexual  pref¬ 
erence.  Learn  to  deal  with  all  the  other 
human  problems  like  depressions, 
loneliness,  low  self-esteem.  Initial 
interview  at  no  charge.  Ruth  Chessman, 
psychotherapist  (617)  964-2510.  (24) 


Groups  with  Openings: 
Couples  —  Meets  Mon.  Eves 
Insurance  Accepted 
Gay  Men’s— Meets  Wed 
12:30-2pm 

Work  on  Self  Image,  Relation¬ 
ships 

Call:  BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  739-7803 
For  More  Information 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP  ~v 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 

 (28) 


if  you're  questioning  your  drinking  .  .  . 
it's  worth  looking  into. 

— Short  term  alcohol  ed  group  to  run 
through  the  Fall. 

—Get  the  info  you  need  to  know. 

—Give  yourself  a  present. 

Call:  BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES  * 
739-7803 

Leave  Message  for  Pat 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
A  general  issues  group  for  gay  men 
focusing  on  communication,  intimacy 
and  personal  issues.  Call  Francis  Giam- 
brone  451-1398,  661-4070.  (16) 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

Individual  and  Couple 
Psychotherapy  and  Referral 
For  Women,  Their  Friends 
And  Families 

(617)  861-8824  Lexington,  MA 


PUBLICATIONS 

POLITICALLY  INCORRECT??? 

Did  you  ever  slip,  and  call  a  girl  a  girl,  or 
begin  a  speech,  "Ladies  and  gentle¬ 
men,"  and  feel  good  about  itTTT  If  so, 
you  may  be  politically  incorrect  and  like 
it,  in  which  case  we  would  like  you  to 
submit  some  light  and  frothy,  possibly 
gently  satiric  essay,  story  or  poem 
about  political  correctness  (no 
diatribes,  please)  to  FOCUS  (a  journal 
for  lesbians),  OCBC,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb,  MA  02138.  Deadline  is  Dec.  1, 
1981.  Please  include  SASE  if  you  want 
your  mss  returned.  Thanks,  ladies. _ 

Mail  order  lesbian/feminist  annotated 
booklist.  Send  three  first  class  stamps. 
Womansplace  Bookstore  (GCN).  2401 
N  32nd  St.,  Phoenix,  AZ  85008.  (21  ex) 

OIKOS:  SIN  K  HOLES  &  SEEPS.  A 
Prose/poetry  statement  of  Eco-politics, 
energy  and  lesbian  feminism,  by 
Pamela  "Hurricane"  Marshall, 
Moontree  Press,  available  through 
Caliente  del  Sol,  224  A  Maynard,  Santa 
Fe,  NM  87501.  $5  pis  tax  &  postage. 
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Calendar 


Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners  Boston,  gay  and1 
lesbian  running  group.  Into:  825-0181. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  CLub.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  and  general  Info  #s 
for  outdoors  events:  general  #s:  John 
275-1336  and  864-0823;  volleyball  Dee 
266-2147;  swimming  227-5363;  basketball 
236-1914. 


weekly  events 


Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  cofteehosue  with 
entertainment.  Open  hoot  on  first  Sun.  of  the 
month.  Bring  talents  and  instruments.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8pm.  $2. 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info: 
(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking.  Women's 
programming  music,  ideas  and  announce¬ 
ments.  Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events 
and  comments.  (WMBR,  88.1  FM)  1-4pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  Boston's  Other  Voice.  Weekly 
discussions  of  problems  facing  the  les- 
blan/gay  community.  News,  Interviews,  calen¬ 
dar,  music.  10:30pm.  WROR,  98.5FM 

Orlosn s,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group 
alternative  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod.  Second 
Sundays.  Info:  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA  02653. 


Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  at  263-9607.  All 
are  invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sunday  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  (603) 
485-3144 

Northern  VT/NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS),  a 
gay  men's  support  group,  meets  on  the  first 
and  third  Sundays  for  business  meeting,  so¬ 
cializing  and  a  meal.  Info:  (802)633-4047  or 
626-3618,  or  write:  Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT 
05819. 


monday 


Watertown, MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month 
at  7:15pm  sharp.  During  July  and  August 
these  meetings  will  be  held  at  249  Watertown 
St.  (Rt.  16).  Info:  542-5188.  Mailing  address: 
PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave„  Cambridge,  MA 
02140. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

Providence,  Ri  —  Lesbian/Gay  Raps  (MCC). 
5  Junction  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  272-9247  or 
751-3322. 


tuesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Tea  Party  2'h  meets  at 
Dignity.  355  Boylston  St.  7pm.  To  organize  the 
response  of  the  community  to  the  loss  of  our 
liaison  to  the  mayor's  office.  All  Interested 
oarties  welcome, 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance  meets  every  Tuesday.  Info: 
583-8447. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Billtis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 


Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men’s  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 
278-5475. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 


Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-In  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Havlland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Hyannls,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wed,  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women’s  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679.. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Billtis.  35  + 
women's  discussion  and  social  group  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave 
8pm,  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5928. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 


Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 


Thursday 


Boston,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS. 
COME  HELP  PROOFREAD  AND  LAYOUT 
NEXT  WEEK'S  PAPER!  NO  EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY  (SO  TO  SPEAK).  PROOF¬ 
READING  BEGINS  6-ISH  AND  LAYOUT 
ABOUT  8:30.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD 
TIMES!  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.) 
INFO:  226-4469 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
PAM  (People’s  Antiwar  Mobilization)  meets 
every  Thurday  from  7-9pm  at  the  PAM  office  in 
the  Freedom  Center,  355  Boylston  St. 

Info:  424-1176. 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Mass.  Gay  Political  Cau¬ 
cus  meets  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thursdays  at 
7:30pm.  755  Boylston  St.  #215.  New  members 
^elcome.  Info:  471-8404. 


Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
bn  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 


Worcester,  MA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays”, 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments.  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW.  91.3FM. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


Boston,  MA  —  NU  Lambda,  Northeastern's 
social/support  group  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  their  friends,  meets  every  Thursday 
at  266  Ell  Center.  7m. 


friday 

Boston,  MA  -  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SENDING  OUT  THE 
PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVENINGS.  COME  BY 
FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANY  TIME  AFTER  6  AND 
LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD 
TIMES!  EVERY  BODY  WELL  COME!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.  T  STOP). 
INFO:  426-4469.  THANKS! 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center,  350  Farmington  Ave. 
(upstairs).  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United.  Info:  Women’s  Services  cen¬ 
ter,  499-2425. 


Concord,  NH  —  Central  New  Hampshire 
Men's  Support  Group  Meets  every  Friday  eve 
at  67  Thorndike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 


coming  events 


nov  28  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  An  evening  with  Rashida  Shah. 
"Many  Voices,”,  a  concert  in  celebration  of 
our  need  for  one  another.  Studio  Red  Top 
Theater,  367  Boylston  St.  (4th  fl).  8pm.  $4.  Info 
492-4748  or  262-5328. 

30  mon 

Somerville,  MA  —  Women's  Center  Coffee¬ 
house,  a  coffeehouse  by  and  for  women. 
Tonight:  women's  music  by  Lynn  Levine. 
Doors  open  from  7:30-10:30pm.  38  Union  Sq. 
$2  donation.  Refreshments  served,  Info  (on 
performing  or  helping  out):  628-6311. 

dec  1  tues 

Waltham,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays, 
committed  to  giving  support  to  other  parents 
and  friends,  will  be  meeting  at  7:15  in  the 
Administration  Bldg.  Conference  Room  at  the 
Fernald  State  School,  200  Trapelo  Road.  For 
more  info  write  PFOG,  76  Brook  Hill  Rd., 
Milton  02167  or  call  846-7527. 


2  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Betsy  Rose,  music  for 
changing  lives  of  women,  will  perform  at  the 
Essentially  Women  Coffeehouse,  in  the 
Church  of  the  Covenant,  corner  of  Newbury 
and  Berkeley  Sts.  Doors  open  at  7:30pm  and 
the  performance  begins  at  8:30pm.  Donation 
at  the  door.  The  coffeehouse  meets  every 
Wed.  eve.  and  provides  an  alcohol  free  space 
for  women  and  their  friends. 


Boston,  MA  —  Poetry  Reading  with  E.J.  Graff 
and  music  by  the  Kathy  Moses  Jazz  Quartet. 
8pm.  22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover  T  stop,  off 
Harrison).  $2-4  (more  if/less  if).  Info:  542-8575. 
Boston,  MA  —  Bachelorettes,  rock  'n  roll.  See 
3  thurs  above. 

Boston,  MA  —  Felice  Picano  will  be  reading 
from  his  new  novella  at  the  Glad  Day 
Bookshop.  22  Bromfield  St.  8pm. 


Never 

Introduce  me  -to 
<*t  ponies 


thurs 


BOSTON,  MA  —  GCN  PROOFREADING  AND 
LAYOUT.  SEE  THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR 
DETAILS. 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Bacheloretts,  Boston's 
hottest  lesbian  rock  'n  roll  fifties  acapella 
band  will  be  performing  two  shows:  Thurs, 
8pm,  Oasis  Coffeehouse,  355  Boylston  St. 
(chapel  Entrance)  and  Fri,  8pm,  UMass  Boston 
Downtown  at  100  Arlington  St. 

4  fri 

BOSTON,  MA  —  GCN  STUFFING.  LABELING, 
BAGGING  AND  (IF  YOU  NEED  MORE!) 
EATING  AND  DRINKING!!!  SEE  FRIDAYS 
ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 


5  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  Cauldron  poetry  reading.  See 4 
fri  above  for  details. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Birding.  Info: 
Peter  (617)  623-5368  (h)  or  495-2469  (w). 
Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Paddle- 
People  Potluck  Picture  Party.  Info:  Wayne 
(617)  536-3496  (h).  437-2677  (w)  or  Armln 
426-1607. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Anti-semitism  hurts  all  of 
us,  Jews  and  non-Jews  alike.  There  will  be  a 
consciousness-raising  meeting  about  anti 
semitism  from  I1am-2pm  at  the  Cambridge 
Women's  Center.  All  non-Jewish  women  are 
invited  to  come  share  their  feelings  in  a  sup¬ 
portive  environment.  46  Pleasant  St.  Info: 
354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Human  Rights  Legislative 
Agenda  for  1982:  What's  Possible?  A  work¬ 
shop/forum  to  launch  Human  Rights  Week. 
1:15-5pm.  St.  John,  the  Evangelist  Church,  33 
Bowdoi.n  St.  (Beacon  Hill).  Donation  $2.  Info: 
661-6130. 


6  sun 


Cambridge,  MA  —  DOB  s  12th  Birthday  Party. 
Somewhere.  295  Franklin.  6pm.  Refreshments 
and  dancing.  All  women  invited. 


Somerville,  MA  —  All  Somerville  women  and 
girls  interested  in  SAFEHOUSE,  an  anti-rape 
and  violence  program,  are  invited  to  a  SAFE- 
HOUSE  Training  session  at  the  Somerville 
Women's  Center.  38  Union  Sq.  from 
1:30-4:30pm.  Childcare  will  be  provided.  Info: 
628-6311. 


Boston,  MA  —  John  McNeil  will  give  a 
workshop  on  freedom  and  consciousness  in 
relation  to  the  lesbian/gay  lifestyle.  Arlington 
’  St.  Church.  355  Boylston  St.  Info:  547-2439. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue 
a^ssssam 


